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Our Mission Statement
Bring people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ by
t reaching up to God in worship and prayer,
T reaching in to be empowered by God’s Word as members of His family &
T reaching out at every opportunity with the Gospel of Christ.

A Prayer before Worship
Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so
carefully hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of
Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you
have given to us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever
one God, world without end. Amen. (The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941)

Large Print Bulletin and Children’s Bulletin
Copies of today’s bulletin are available in LARGE PRINT. Children’s Activity Bulletins are also
available. Please ask an usher if you would like to use either of these options.

Nursery/Cry Room
The nursery is available for families with young children ages 2 and under in Room 109. It will not be
staffed at the 8:00AM service, but will be during Bible classes and 10:45AM service. Or, if you
prefer, Room 100 also is available as a cry room and/or a room for nursing mothers. Please ask an
usher if you need assistance or directions.

For Our Guests Concerning Holy Communion
As a Family in Christ, we care about all who commune with us. We are deeply concerned that all who
come to the Lord’s Table do so for their benefit and renewal of faith in Christ. Scripture says that we
are to “examine ourselves” so that we receive Christ’s body and blood rightly and not drink judgment
on ourselves at the Lord’s Table.

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. *® Let a person examine himself,
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. *° For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. (1st Corinthians 11:27-29)

We take our responsibility in this regard very seriously. Communing with us indicates unity with what
we believe, teach and confess. For these reasons, if you have not been instructed in the beliefs of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we request that you talk to our pastor about attending a class of
instruction about what our church believes before communing.




Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 30 2025
8:00 AM and 10:45 AM
Divine Service III — LSB 184

Prelude
Stand
Opening Hymn “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
LSB 915
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in
3 To - day our Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it waits;
40 al-em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres-pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for - got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv'n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a- gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom -ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.
Al - though we  oft have wan - dered, It is our Fa - ther’s home.
We know one gate is o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.
Text: Oswald Allen, 181678, alt. Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812—after 1857
Invocation, Confession, and Absolution LSB 184

The sign of the cross -+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P) In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b, [18:20]
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22]
[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
[P) 1said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

[P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the

name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]
Amen.

+++Service of the Word+++

Kyrie Mark 10:47; LSB 186
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Lord, have @~ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22; LSB 189

[P] The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

[P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1-6

"You will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.
2“Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.”

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. *And you will
say in that day:

“Give thanks to the LORD,
call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that his name is exalted.
>“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.
®Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem “Psalm 139,” arr. Allen Pote

Lord, you have searched me and known me, You know everything I do.
When I rise, and lie down, you are with me through and through.

Before a word is on my tongue, you know what I will say,
your presence follows me day by day.
Where can I flee from your spirit? Where can I go to run away?
If I go to heaven, or live in hell, you are there.

Lord, you have searched me and known me, you know everything I do.
When I rise, and lie down, you are with me through and through.

Before a word is on my tongue, you know what I will say,
your presence follows me day by day.
Search me, O God, and know me, Try me and know my heart.
See if there be any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting. Amen.



Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. '¥All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; "“that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. *°Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. ?'For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11h-32
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.”

3S0 he told them this parable: . . .

“There was a man who had two sons. '?And the younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his
property between them. *Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had
and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in
reckless living. '*And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that
country, and he began to be in need. *So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 'And he was
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! '*I will arise and go to
my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired
servants.”” 2°And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. 2! And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” ?But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet. 2And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. **For



this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began
to celebrate.

2“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house,
he heard music and dancing. *And he called one of the servants and asked what
these things meant. ’And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’” 2*But
he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 2’but he
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. *°But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!” *!And he said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is
found.””

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

LSB 191



Hymn of the Day

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”

LSB 571
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
5 If you are sick, if death 1S  near, This truth your
A6 Glo - ry to God the Fa - ther, Son, And Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav. - 1ing  grace is nigh; His  Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus saves your
Spir - it Three in One! To You, O bless - ed
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Him ©be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on  this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
soul from death; That is the firm - est ground of faith.
Trin - i - ty, Be  praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Sermon
Stand
Offertory Psalm 51:10-12; LSB 192
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A -
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(Traditionally, this is the time to collect offerings, instead there is an offering
plate at the rear of the sanctuary. Other giving options are through the mail
or online from our website’s “Giving” link. (This QR code points there.)

Stand

Prayer of the Church



+++Service of the Sacrament+++

Preface
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(P} The Lord be  with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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(P Lift up  your hearts.
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We lift them up

un - to the Lord.
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(P Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

Proper Preface

LSB 194

2 Timothy 4:22

[Colossians 3:1]

[Psalm 136]

P] Tt is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; LSB 195
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13; LSB196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; LSB 197

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19
[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Sit
FAMB OF GOD
Agnus Dei John 1:29; LSB 198
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.



Distribution

Communicants are asked to hold open their hand to receive the bread so the elder may
discern who is confirmed. Gluten-free wafers are available. Non-alcoholic wine is

offered in the center circle of individual cups for those who prefer it.

Distribution Hymns

The Lutheran Service Book is located in the basket underneath the chair in front of you.

If Your Beloved Son, O God
| Come, O Savior, to Thy Table

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 568
LSB 618

Luke 2:29-32; LSB 199
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A -men.



Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1; LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
Post-Communion Collect LSB 201

[P} Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
O 4 4
”L I”Hr[ 1 1 ‘ 1
'\\3 — o i oo |
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Recessional Hymn

“As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered”
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1 As reb - els, Lord, who fool -ish - ly have wan - dered
2 Stll we re - turn, our con - trite words re - hears - ing,
3 A feast of love for us You are pre - par - ing;
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Far from Your love— un - fed, un-clean, wun - clothed—

Speech, that with - in Your warm em-brace soon  dies;

We who were lost, You give an hon-ored place!
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Dare we re - call Your wealth so rash-ly squan - dered,

All of our guilt, our shame, our pain re - vers - ing

“Come, eat; come, drink, and be no more de - spair - ing—

n H ]

o L I 1 [ | I !

s 5 e e o s e e —
g s g oo = 5

Dare hope to glean that boun - ty which we loathed?

As tears of joy and wel-come fill Your eyes.

Here taste a - gain the trea-sures of My grace.”

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005220
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005220

Sit

Announcements

LSB 612



Dismissal

[P) Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

An offering may be placed in the offering plate as you exit.

A Prayer after Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

About the Cover: Our sin merits the anger and wrath of God. But His strict
warning of judgment against sin is meant to lead us to repentance. God
wants to show grace and mercy to sinners so that we may believe and receive
forgiveness. Christ willingly received the wrath of God for all sin in our place
when He died on the cross. He did this so that, like the prodigal son, we may
know our heavenly Father’s eternal embrace of comfort (see Luke 15:11-32).




