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Our Mission Statement
Bring people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ by
t reaching up to God in worship and prayer,
T reaching in to be empowered by God’s Word as members of His family &
T reaching out at every opportunity with the Gospel of Christ.

A Prayer before Worship
We are weak and sick, O Father, and the temptations of the flesh and the world are great and many. O
Father, keep us, and let us not fall again into temptation and sin. Give us grace that we may remain

steadfast and fight bravely to the end. Without your grace and help we can do nothing, Amen.
(M. Luther, 1483-1546)

Large Print Bulletin and Children’s Bulletin
Copies of today’s bulletin are available in LARGE PRINT. Children’s Activity Bulletins are also
available. Please ask an usher if you would like to use either of these options.

Nursery/Cry Room
The nursery is available for families with young children ages 2 and under in Room 109. It will not be
staffed at the 8:00AM service, but will be during Bible classes and 10:45AM service. Or, if you
prefer, Room 100 also is available as a cry room and/or a room for nursing mothers. Please ask an
usher if you need assistance or directions.

For Those Desiring Holy Communion, Please Read:
As a Family in Christ, we care about all who commune with us. We are deeply concerned that all who
come to the Lord’s Table do so for their benefit and renewal of faith in Christ. Scripture says that we
are to “examine ourselves” so that we receive Christ’s body and blood rightly and not drink judgment
on ourselves at the Lord’s Table.

"Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. **Let a person examine himself, then,
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. “For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. (I1st Corinthians 11:27-29)

We take our responsibility in this regard very seriously. Communing with us indicates unity with what
we believe, teach and confess. For these reasons, if you have not been instructed in the beliefs of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we request that you talk to our pastor about attending a class of
instruction about what our church believes before communing.




Third Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2025
8:00 AM and 10:45 AM
Divine Service Il — LSB 167

Prelude

Stand

Entrance Hymn “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

LSB 398
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!
2 He comes with res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show - ers Up - on the fruit- ful earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - ry foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
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Hail, 1in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,
To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His cov - e - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ul -ty
Whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, Were pre-ciousin His sight.
And righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  king-dom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us is Love.
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt. Tune: Leonhart Schroéter, c. 1532—c. 1601
Invocation, Confession, and Absolution LSB 167

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P] In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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Amen. Matthew 28:19b, [18-20]
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Introit

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of

the »I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23
Amen.

+++Service of the Word+++

Psalm 71:14-18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*

again I will say, | Rejoice.

I will hope con- | tinually*

and will praise you yet | more and more.

My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation | all the day,*

for their number is past my | knowledge.

With the mighty deeds of the Lord GoOD | I will come;*

I will remind them of your righteousness, | yours alone.

O God, from my youth you have | taught me,*

and I still proclaim your | wondrous deeds.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not for- | sake me,*

until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all | those to

come.



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again [ will say, | Rejoice.

Kyrie Mark 10:47; LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor -ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22; LSB 172

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

[P) Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

!The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
*Say to those who have an anxious heart,



“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
%then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
’the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
19And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,” arr. Robert Hobby

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free,
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king;
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone,
By Thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Rule in all, hope of all. Come expected Jesus, Come.



Epistle

James 5:7—11

"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of
the Lord is at hand. *Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. °As an example of suffering
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
""Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is

compassionate and merciful.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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LSB 173
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ia. Lord,

to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life.

Holy Gospel

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo - ry to You,

O Lord.
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Matthew 11:2—-15

*When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look
for another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: >the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. °And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
SWhat then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. "What then did you go out to see? A



prophet? Yes,
written,

I tell you, and more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

HTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. "?From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. °*For all the Prophets and the
Law prophesied until John, *and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is

to come. "He

who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”
LSB 345
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us haste, with
world is wrapped 1n fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works
sloth
tears
with
liv -

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent,;

of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89



Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

LSB 174



Prayer of the Church
Sit
Traditionally, this is the time to collect offerings, instead there is an offering

plate at the rear of the sanctuary. Other giving options are through the mail
or online from our website’s “Giving” link. (This QR code points there.)

Stand

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19; LSB 176
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
+++Service of the Sacrament+++
Preface LSB 177
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And al-so with you.



Lift up your hearts. [Colosians 3:1]
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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(P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9, LSB 178
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; LSB 179

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P] In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My ~I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death

until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Revelation 22:20

[P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the

dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:



Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini John 20:19; LSB 180

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei John 1:29
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution
Communicants are asked to hold forth their open hand to receive the bread so the elder
may discern who is confirmed. Gluten-free wafers are available. Non-alcoholic wine is
offered in the center circle of individual cups for those who prefer it.

Distribution Hymns
The Lutheran Service Book is located in the basket underneath the chair in front of you.

The Night Will Soon Be Ending LSB 337
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341

Stand



Post-Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord,” LSB 181
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect LSB 183

P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
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Numbers 6:24-26; LSB 183
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[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.
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men.



Recessional Hymn “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

LSB 515
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Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;

1

2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;
3 The saints, who here in pa - tience Their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
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Our hope and ex-pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near.

Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu -ias clear.

Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.

A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing And soon 1is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom is at hand.
In tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di - a - dems of gold.

The day of earth’s re-demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823—-1907, alt. Tune: Swedish
Sit
Announcements
Dismissal

[P) Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

An offering may be placed in the offering plate as you exit.

A Prayer after Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.




