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OUR MISSION 
FRC stands at the intersection of faith 
and life in our community. Our 
mission is to create experiences that 
connect us with Christ and inspire us 
to serve. 
 

We Live That Through... 
 

OPEN DOORS 
Located at the intersection of faith 
and life, our congregation practices 
open doors, appreciating our 
differences, yet also valuing our 
oneness in purpose.  We welcome all 
people regardless of race, ethnicity, 
ability, orientation or identity. We also 
welcome people with different 
cultural and political understandings. 
Our unity is found not in our 
uniformity, but in our desire to live 
and learn as followers of Christ. 
 

OPEN HEARTS 
We envision a community where every 
human being awakens to God’s love, 
trusts this love, working in us, among 
us, through us, and even as us. Our 
path is Christ. We seek to live our lives 
loving others as he did himself, 
wholeheartedly and unconditionally. 
We gather regularly to open ourselves 
to further transformation in Christ, 
helping ourselves and others find 
deeper meaning and a clearer sense 
of purpose. 
 

OPEN HANDS 
Everything we do is through God’s 
love. We intentionally partner with 
and serve the Pequannock Township 
area as agents of Christ’s light, life 
and love in our neighborhoods and 
beyond. Our hope is to actively build a 
renewed, peaceful world here, that 
includes social justice and fosters 
peace through God’s radical love for 
humanity.  

Welcome 
 

TODAY IN WORSHIP 
Today we will get to know another extraordinary woman of faith. We 
are all familiar with the raising of Lazarus from the dead. There is 
another account of such a miracle in the book of Acts. This time it is 
Peter performing the miracle. We will get to know Dorcas, also known 
as Tabitha. We will read of her faithfulness in life, her death, and her 
amazing opportunity to live again! Pastor Dave will bring a message 
from Acts 9:36-42. The message is titled, "She Was Busy Following." 

WELCOME GUESTS 
We are grateful for your presence and would love to connect. Please 
don’t hesitate to introduce yourself.  For more information about our 
church, fill out a connection card located on the table and visit our 
website: www.firstreformedchurch.com 

WELCOME SPARK KIDZ 
Activity packets for children to complete during the service will be 
provided.  Nursery care is available during the 9 AM service throughout 
the summer in the Ministry Center Building for children age 4 & under. 
Contact Janet Chardavoyne  janet@frc-pp.org 

FUEL YOUTH GROUP 
Our summer programming has ended. Fall meetings will meet 
Wednesday evenings and will begin on September 16. Middle school 
and high school youth are invited for snacks, activities and a lesson to 
get growing. FUEL meets in Friendship Hall from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. 
Friends are always welcome! 

WEBSITE & LIVE STREAM OF SERVICE 
When traveling, watch the service live at 9 AM on our website 
www.firstreformedchurch.com or on facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/frcpomptonplains 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS & ONLINE DONATIONS  

Give Electronically: Have your weekly or monthly contribution 
debited from your checking or savings account and transferred 
directly into the church account safely and electronically. Visit our 
website or use the QR code. It is safe & secure. 
Cash or Check Donation: If you prefer to give cash or 
check, please place your donation in the collection 
kiosk or drop at the office during business hours.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                 Traci Bopp, Keyboard 

WELCOME & LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION 
Rev. Stacey Duensing Pearce, Pastor of Worship, Care and Strategic Leadership 

 

Expansion of Our Hearts 
CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive)          Credit to Dr. Lisa Hancock of the UMC           

Welcome! Welcome to the baggage we carry, the joys we share, the griefs we bear, and  
the worries we hold. 
Come! Let us worship! 

The voice of God is calling us to come with all that we are and all that we carry to worship. 
Come! Let us worship! 

God calls us to gather, to receive grace in our gathering, and to reorient us again to the  
ways of God. 
Come! Let us worship! 

So, come, members of the family of God! Bring all that you are to be molded by grace, 
refocused toward Love, and woven together as community in Christ. 
Come! Let us worship! Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*GATHERING SONG  "I Sing the Mighty Power of God"   Brooke Burgin, Song Leader 

Verse 1 

I sing the mighty pow’r of God 
That made the mountains rise 
That spread the flowing seas abroad 
And built the lofty skies 
I sing the wisdom that ordained 
The sun to rule the day 
The moon shines full at His command 
And all the stars obey 

Verse 2 

I sing the goodness of the Lord 
Who filled the earth with food 
He formed the creatures with His Word 
And then pronounced them good 
Lord how Thy wonders are displayed 
Where’er I turn my eye 
If I survey the ground I tread 
Or gaze upon the sky 

Verse 3 

There’s not a plant or flow’r below 
But makes Thy glories known 
And clouds arise and tempests blow 
By order from Thy throne 
While all that borrows life from Thee 
Is ever in Thy care 
And everywhere that man can be 
Thou God art present there 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF GRACE  (responsive)      (9:00 a.m.)    
Have mercy us on, O God, according to your steadfast love. For we know our sins which are 
always in front of our eyes. 

We have not loved you as deeply as our own heartbeat. We have failed to care for your 
body and for the whole of creation. Forgive us. According to your abundant mercy, blot 
out our transgressions and cleanse us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain 
in us a willing spirit. Free us to know joy and gladness and to live our days in praise. 

*PASSING THE PEACE       (9:00 a.m.)    
May the Peace of Christ be with you all!   And also with you! 

SPECIAL MUSIC    (9:00 a.m.)    “A Living Prayer” by Ron Block        
     Lew Shafer, Guitar; Brooke Burgin, Soloist          

Reception of God’s Word  
PREPARATION FOR READING 

Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God as it comes to us in the reading of Holy 
Scriptures.  Our hearts and minds are open. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON    Acts 9: 36-42  (NIV)  Eileen Bundz (9:00 a.m.), Reader  

36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was 
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and 
her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the 
disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please 
come at once!” 

39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the 
widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas 
had made while she was still with them. 

40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning 
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter 
she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the 
believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all 
over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God 

MESSAGE   "She Was Busy Following"  
Rev. Dave Sippel, Pastor of Discipleship, Mission and Outreach Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transformation of Our Lives  
SONG OF RESPONSE  (9:00 a.m.)   “The Servant Song”  

Verse 1 

Will you let me be your servant 
Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I might have the grace to 
Let you be my servant too 

Verse 3 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
In the night time of your fear 
I will hold my hand out to you 
Speak the peace you long to hear 

Verse 5  

Will you let me be your servant 
Let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
Let you be my servant too. 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

INVITATION FOR CONNECTION & CONTRIBUTION    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Compassion for the World 
*SENDING SONG  “I Will Follow (Where you Go I’ll Go)”    

by Jason Ingram, Reuben Morgan, Chris Tomlin 

Intro 

Where You go I'll go 
Where You stay I'll stay 
When You move I'll move 
I will follow 

Verse 1 

All Your ways are good 
All Your ways are sure 
I will trust in You alone 
Higher than my sight 
High above my life 
I will trust in You alone 

Chorus 

Where You go I'll go 
Where You stay I'll stay 
When You move I'll move 
I will follow You 
Whom You love I'll love 
How You serve I'll serve 
If this life I lose 
I will follow You 
I will follow You 

Verse 2 

Light into the world 
Light into my life 
I will live for You alone 
You're the One I seek 
Knowing I will find 
All I need in You alone, In You alone 

Bridge 

In You there's life everlasting 
In You there's freedom for my soul 
In You there's joy unending joy 
And I will follow    [CHORUS] 

*BENEDICTION   
This time of worship has ended. 
Let the service begin! 

*POSTLUDE    
 
 
 

 



Prayers & Concerns 
FOR THOSE WHO GRIEVE: 

Johanna Clark, Sharon Hollick’s son-in-law’s sister, passed away August 12th. Prayers for the 
family.  

PRAYERS FOR HEALING: 

Prayers for peace in the Middle East, especially between the United States, Iran, Israel and 
Lebanon.  

Prayers of protection for US service members who are deployed.  

Prayers for Rev. Linda serving the hungry and homeless in Lebanon who are displaced due to 
war. Linda is connected in mission to us through our Classis and Ponds Reformed Church. Pray 
for her ministry  

Charlie Cunningham, the son of Pat & Charlie Cunningham is doing great and is in full recovery 
with his hands. Thank you everyone for your prayers and kind words after his accident.  

Lorraine Nichols, hospitalized this past week. Prayers for healing 

Barbara Livingstone, was in the hospital for surgery this past week She will be transferred to 
JDT for rehab. Cards to 735 Cannella Way, Riverdale 07457 

Colleen Erickson, niece of Rose and Frank Chara, undergoing cancer treatments. They found a 
small mass outside of her brain and she is awaiting discussion for next steps. Prayers for 
healing.  

Craig, Joann Warner’s brother, prayers of healing for health issues and for his children Sally and 
Andrew who are caring for him. 

Michael Johnston, prayers for good health.  

Jo Bradford, broke her wrist. Prayers for healing. Cards to 30 Andrews Place, Pompton Plains 
07444 

Dee Patrick, awaiting test results and treatment plan. Cards to 31F Lancaster Court, Wayne, 
07470 

Jane Young, prayers as she begins the transition to Assisted Living in Care One. 

William DeBell, Susan’s husband, improving while doing cardiac rehab.  

LONG TERM CONCERNS: 

Frank Chara, treatments for non hodgkins lymphoma, Christine, (friend of Michele Crefeld) 
colon cancer, Mary & John (Linda Wilson), Brian Farley, Katie Wilson, cancer treatments, Tom 
Larkin, Ann (friend of Eileen Bundz), Lois Wickham, Michael Angelucci (son of Gail Trappe’s 
friend), Michele Brauman (sister-in-law of Joanna Minassian & Meg Sturm), Jamie Spillane 
(college classmate of Karen & Tom Kamp), Jennifer Carpentieri, Cindy, Anna Miller (future 
daughter-in-law of Kathy & John Shea and future niece of Judy Shivy) Joyce Gruzdis, Michael 
Clark (Sharon Hollick's son-in-law), Peggy Biondi (friend of Amy Muller) receiving chemo, 
Beverly Adams (Jennifer Adams’ mother) blood cancer, Carol (friend of Leeanne Leck) 
pancreatic cancer, Sue Rayner, lung cancer, Kristen, vision issues, Christopher Martin (Pat 
Lento’s relative) myocarditis, Steven Janowicz (son of former members Joyce and George), 
Judy Napoli, Karen Milligan, Heather (Tony’s daughter-in- law), Nancy Crefeld (Pete’s mom), 
Kathryn Dontje (Barbara Ball’s daughter), Judy Lento (Pat Lento’s sister in law), Charles 
Cunningham, Jim, (Lynn Rayner's brother), Candace (Jane Young's sister), Amy Griffith, Adele 
Ebert (Shell's mom) 



Announcements   
LEAD REMEDIATION AT THE FRIENDLY MANSE: The Lead remediation project at the 
Friendly Manse is nearing completion: scheduled for August 31st.  As of September 
5th, Pastor Stacey and her family will begin slowly moving back into the 
Manse.  They would like to express their most sincere gratitude to the FRC faith 
family for their support in this season of upheaval.  If you would like to assist them in 
the moving in and unpacking process, two "church unpacking party days" have been 
scheduled: Tuesday, September 8th in the afternoon and Wednesday, September 
9th in the morning.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Pastor Stacey at stacey@frc-
pp.org   To donate to help cover these costs, you can go online to our website or scan the QR 
code.  

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & SUMMER SERVICE TIMES END SEPT. 6: Our outdoor schedule will be 
coming to a close on Sept. 6. On Sept. 13 we will have a brief service at 8:30 a.m. in the 
sanctuary for Service Sunday and the fall schedule will resume Sept. 20. Services will return to 
8:30 a.m. in Friendship Hall and 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary on Sept. 20. 

SOLAR PANEL DEDICATION DURING WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6: On Sunday, 
September 6 during the 9:00 a.m. outdoor service, we will have a moment in worship to 
dedicate the solar panels on Friendship Hall. A plaque will be unveiled giving God thanks for the 
“light” of Sally E. Siscoe’s faith.  The panels were donated in her honor.   

JOIN OUR HANDBELL & CHANCEL CHOIRS – FIRST MEETING SEPT. 10: Choir and handbells kick 
off on Thursday September 10th, and we'd love for you to join us. Handbells meet at 6:30PM in 
the blue room and Chancel Choir meets at 7:30PM in the Ministry Arts & Music Center (choir 
room). New members are welcome with open arms- the more voices (and hands!) the merrier! 
No musical experience is needed for choir, just a willing heart. A little musical background helps 
with handbells but fear not our ringers are patient teachers, and everyone starts somewhere. If 
you play an instrument and are wondering if you can contribute, the answer is a resounding 
yes!  Please contact Kim Lampe at kim.lampe@frc-pp.org  

CLASSROOM SET-UP DAY & LEADER TRAINING SEPT. 12: Our Spark Kidz set-up day is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 12. Join us at 9:00 am for breakfast, a review of procedures, 
and classroom preparation for the year. Leaders, helpers, and volunteers should RSVP to Janet 
Chardavoyne:  janet@frc-pp.org 

SERVICE SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 13 @ 8:30 A.M – SIGN UP NOW!:  What if, instead of 
attending a Sunday worship service, you could be the very hands of Jesus by serving 
others?  On September 13, you and your family will have that opportunity.  That Sunday, we 
will combine Kick-Off Sunday with Service Sunday.  We will begin the day with an early service 
at 8:30 a.m., shortened to about 15 minutes with a blessing and send off.  Participants will have 
3 hours to “serve” on the various service projects, returning to the church between 12 - 12:30 
p.m. for a BBQ lunch. There is a special display with project descriptions and a sign up sheet 
starting this week. You can also log onto the FRC website (firstreformedchurch.com) to register 
for the project that interests you and your family.  Contact Bob Nixon 
robertnixon9@hotmail.com  or Bonnie Holmes bonnie.l.holmes@gmail.com  with any 
questions. This is an exciting opportunity for us to “be the church” and serve others!  

ITEMS NEEDED FOR SERVICE SUNDAY PROJECT FOR CHILDREN: On Service Sunday, our 
children & young people can participate by assembling hygiene kits for Bessie Green. By 
fulfilling basic daily needs, these kits improve physical health, boost self-esteem, and help 
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remove social barriers to housing and employment. The Mission Team would like to collect the 
items listed below so that we can have a packing event on that day, when individual items are 
packed into kits to be delivered to Bessie Green and distributed to the community there. 
Small or Travel Size items still needed are hand sanitizer, Small packs of tissues, Toothbrushes, 
Toothpaste and Shampoo. There is a collection bin by the church office, and one will be placed 
outside for the early summer service.  

CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAMMING RESUMES SUNDAY SEPT. 20:  Our Spark Kidz classes for 
children ages 2 to 5th grade begin on Sunday, September 20 as well as IGNITE middle school 
and F.U.S.E high school programming.  Children & youth will attend the start of the 10:00 a.m. 
service and then be dismissed to their classes. 

BACKPACK BLESSING: Kick off the new school year by bringing your backpack to the 10:00 a.m. 
service on September 20 for a special blessing.   

JOIN OUR CHILDREN’S & YOUTH CHOIRS! Interested in singing this year? Join us for a Choir 
Open House on Sunday, September 20 immediately after worship in the choir room. Enjoy 
some snacks, meet the director, ask questions, and sign up! 

• Children’s Choir: Kindergarten–5th Grade 
• Youth Choir: 6th–12th Grade 

Each choir rehearses on alternating months immediately after Sunday worship (about 30 
minutes), and sings on the first Sunday of its assigned month. The Children’s and Youth Choirs 
alternate throughout the year. Questions? Contact Brooke Burgin 201-303-1808. 

COMMUNITY MEAL PACKING EVENT IN LINCOLN PARK: Join Grains of Hope on Saturday, 
October 17 to Pack nutritionally fortified rice and beans meals for the hungry. No special skills 
needed. Each job is simple, and we will train you. Everyone can participate, according to their 
capabilities - even accompanied young children. Register at: www.gohnj.org 

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED: *Indicates most needed 

*Spam, *Packaged milk, especially 1% and 2%, *Shampoo and Conditioner, *Sardines, *Toilet 
paper, *Tissues, *Hamburger Helper, *Beverages of all kinds, esp. juice & small waters, *Coffee 
– regular, decaf, and instant, *Deodorant, *Corned beef hash, *Olives in jars, *Pancake syrup 
*Certain Canned vegetables:  Beets, esp. whole / Peas & Carrots / Asparagus / Lima beans / 
Potatoes, Sauerkraut 
Sugar, 1-2 lb bags or boxes, Ketchup, Pasta sauce, Tomato soup, like Campbells, Canned or pkg 
fruit especially apricots & pears , Complete meals or Microwavable meals, esp. Nissen bowls, 
Cereal, Pudding and Jell-O cups, Toothbrushes, Dish detergent, Boxed potatoes, Jelly (variety) 
Canned Chicken, Canned tuna, Vienna sausages, Hot chocolate, Cleaning Products, Paper 
towels, Snacks, especially chips, pretzels and crackers, Nuts and dried fruits 

JOIN OUR SPARK KIDZ TEAM: As our program continues to grow in leaps and bounds, we are 
seeking additional volunteers for our younger classes this fall. Current needs include another 
teacher (to share the class) for our 3rd graders, and substitute teachers for our preschool and 
elementary classes.  No experience is necessary, and you do not have to serve every week. If 
you feel God nudging you towards children's ministry, be sure to talk to Janet for more details. 
janet@frc-pp.org  

LOSS OF A SPOUSE GRIEF GROUP: A one-day GriefShare Seminar will be held at The Chapel in 
Lincoln Park on Sunday, September 13 from 1-3 PM. This seminar will offer care, support and 
practical teaching for dealing with the tremendous loss of a spouse. Questions? Call Sue 
Breznak at 973-723-0465. 

http://www.gohnj.org/

