
                                   Pensacola, Florida                             
   December 24, 2023   10:30 a.m.  

                          Fourth  Sunday of Advent  
    

                                      *Indicates times when all who are able will please stand. 

 
Prelude                        “Pachelbel’s Canon from Canon in D”        arr. Liebergen 
                     Violins, Tom Mignerey and Rachel Lee                                      
      A time of music and quiet meditation to remove all distractions and encounter our Creator. 
 

Chiming Of The Hour  
            

Welcome And Congregational Life Announcements             
    

Choral Call to Worship                   “Venite Adoremus”       
 

Call to Worship:       Hugh, Sandy, Lindsay, Jenny Hamilton 
People of God: Rejoice! 
We leap for joy at the sound of your greeting!   
We rejoice, for God is in our midst. 
In the name of God, all people are welcome in this place. 
We exult with our hearts; we sing aloud with a shout of delight. 
Our souls will magnify the Lord, 
For God has brought down the powerful and lifted up the lowly.   
The Almighty has done great things for us.  
God will gather the outcast and change shame into praise.  
God will bring us home.  
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles      Hugh, Sandy, Lindsay, Jenny Hamilton 
Today we light four candles, remembering that God has invited us all.  

 We respond and accept God’s welcome, in hopes of welcoming the world.  
May we welcome all of God’s children as enthusiastically as we welcome Jesus.  

 May we share in God’s generosity and invite all people to share in God’s love.  
We light the candles of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE    

 

Prayer:  let us prayer together… 
 Almighty God, you have done great things for us.  
 Give us patience as we anticipate the coming of Christ. 
 As Mary welcomed the coming of your kin-dom,  
 may we also welcome your promises.  
 Give us strength to throw open the doors,  
 welcoming all your children. 
 Help us create homes, churches, and communities 
 where all people feel safe and wanted.  
 Through learning to welcome the coming Christ 
 may we also learn to welcome all your people. 
 God who invites us in,  
 may we welcome as we have been welcomed.  Amen.  
 

Opening Hymn 119         “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”            MENDELSSOHN  
 

 
 
 



*Passing of the Peace           
 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All:   And also with you.   
      Please greet each other, “Peace be with you.” 
 

Children’s Moment   
 
Prayer for Wisdom and Understanding of God’s Word             Liturgist, Elizabeth Watson  

Scripture Reading (UNISON)  Zephaniah 3:14-20                 Pew Bible, OT, p. 877 
After the reading: Leader:      The Word of the Lord. 

 Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn 144                    “In the Bleak Mid Winter”               CRANHAM    
 
Scripture Reading    Luke 1:39-55                                             Pew Bible, NT, p. 57            
 
Anthem      “Star of Heaven, Child of God”                 Hannibal/Nix  
 
Sermon            STAY  AWHILE: 3. “Welcome”                                  Hugh Hamilton 
  Advent lessons in Divine Hospitality (per Kara Eidson, Stay Awhile)   
 
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response                   “Threefold Amen” 
  
Offering of Tithes and Gifts  
    Offertory    “Angels We Have Heard on High”     
  Piano, Connie McFarren and Hyunjoo Kim 
     

    *Doxology (Hymnal p. 606) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

    Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

*Hymn 123               “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                                  CAROL 
 

*Benediction      
 

*Choral Response                       “Gloria, In Excelsis Deo”                            
  

Postlude                    “For Unto Us A Child Is Born”                     from Messiah by Handel 
 May this music, often exuberant and joyful, prepare you as God sends you out to serve. 
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http://www.trinitypcola.org/


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME, ONE AND ALL! To learn about Trinity’s life and service or about becoming a member of Trinity, 
visit www.trinitypcola.org.  
 

ADDITIONAL WEEKLY NEWS, EXPANDED ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND MESSAGES are in color in your 
Thursday email. To be added to the Thursday emails, send your address to info@trinitypcola.org and/or 
check our website: www.trinitypcola.org . 
 

NURSERY CARE is provided for babies to 5-year-olds during Sunday School and Worship. The Nursery is 
located in Room 2. Children's Church is available for Kindergarten – 3rd Grade in Room 1 after the 
Children's Moment in Worship. Ushers can help you locate either room. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER begins again on January 10.  
 

THE PRAYER LIST is in the Bulletin on the first Sunday of each month.  Other days, it can be found on the 
Narthex table with the Prayer Request box.  To receive the updated weekly prayer list by email, contact 
Sally Zorn or the church office (info@trinitypcola.org) 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CIRCLES meet the 2nd Tuesdays at 10 am. All are invited.  Rachel Circle meets at 
Trinity and will study “Sacred Encounters,” the PW Horizon Study; Rebekah Circle meets at the home of 
Peg Couch and will study the Book of Hebrews.  Contact Jean Norman or Sandy Edwards for more info. 
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