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EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday, March 31, 2024 – 8:00 a.m.  

 

As We Gather 
The stone in front of Jesus’ tomb was “very large.” It was so large that the women wondered, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us?” (Mark 16:3b). What are the odds of this small group of 
women rolling the stone away? Not very good. But that is what they would have said about the 
resurrection. And yet that morning the stone was already rolled away. For Jesus was alive. No 
stone could stop him from rising. And no stone will stop our own resurrection at our Savior’s 
return! Today we profess and possess the gifts of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

Red Connection Pads 

Welcome! Please add your name to the connection pad at the end of your row or  
record your attendance online at clcs.org/attendance or the QR code on the right. 

 

A Note on Offerings As an act of worship and thanksgiving, we offer to God what He 

has first given to us: the first and best of our time, talents, and financial gifts. Donation 
boxes are located by each entry door or if you would like to contribute online, with either 
a onetime or ongoing gift, please use clcs.org/give or the QR code to the left. 
 

P = Pastor; L = Worship Leader; C = Congregation 

Welcome 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.clcs.org/attendance/
http://www.clcs.org/give
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Hymn (Please stand for the entrance of the cross) “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” LSB 457 

 

 

 

           Public domain 

 
 
Easter Call to Worship 1 Corinthians 15:56-57 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P:  This is the day the Lord has made.  
C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
P: For the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
C: But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
P: For in our baptism God has made us one in Christ, in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen!  
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Our Confession of Sin & the Announcement of Forgiveness   
P: The transformation of our lives begins by confessing that Jesus Christ has defeated sin 

and death. Trusting in God’s desire to restore us, let us confess our need of His grace. 
C: We confess, O Lord, that we have not always remembered the new life You have 

given to us in Jesus. We are trapped in tombs of self-centeredness and have not 
always sought what pleases You. Roll the stone away from our self-inflicted condition, 
that we may rise today to new life and faith in You. Amen. 

P: Jesus carried our sins to the cross, freeing us from the burden of guilt. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Go in peace! Christ has set you free! 
C:  Alleluia! Amen!   
 

Hymn of Praise   “This is the Feast”           LSB 155
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Children’s Message (Please be seated)  
 
Gradual “This is the Day” (Healey Willan 1880-1968) Calvary Chorale 
This is the day which the Lord hath made: 
   We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: 
   for His mercy endureth forever. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Christ, our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
   Let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia! 
 

 The Word of the Lord  
 

New Testament “For I delivered what I also received” 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 
to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to 
me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach 
and so you believed. 
 

  L:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Procession & Song (Please stand) “Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed” Getty 

(The Gospel is read from the center of the congregation to symbolize the risen Jesus standing 
among us with the good news of His victory over death and the grave. He is alive. Alleluia!) 
 

 
 
Holy Gospel  “Unexpected tidings at the tomb” Mark 16:1-8 

1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one 
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking 
up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, 
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were 
alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 
told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had 
seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Gospel Procession & Song  
  
1   The power that raised Him from the grave  
     Now works in us to powerfully save  
     He frees our hearts to live His grace  
     Go tell of His goodness  

 

 
Prayer  
 

  

2   Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! 
Oh, sing hallelujah 

     Join the chorus sing with the redeemed 
     Christ is risen, He is risen indeed 
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Hymn of the Day (Please be seated) “The Day of Resurrection” LSB 478 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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Sermon “Against All Odds” 1 Cor. 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen to past sermons or share them with a friend at clcs.org/sermons.  

 

  

http://www.clcs.org/sermons
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Red Connection Pads 

Welcome! Please add your name to the connection pad at the end of your row or  
record your attendance online at clcs.org/attendance or the QR code on the right. 

 

A Note on Offerings As an act of worship and thanksgiving, we offer to God what He 

has first given to us: the first and best of our time, talents, and financial gifts. Donation 
boxes are located by each entry door or if you would like to contribute online, with either 
a onetime or ongoing gift, please use clcs.org/give or the QR code to the left. 
 

 

Announcements  
 

Our Confession of Faith (Please stand)  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church & Lord’s Prayer   

L: Let us pray. 
L: Lord of Grace, bless Your Church with the power it needs to meet the challenges in our 

world today. May we boldly offer hope and peace in all that we do. This is the day the 
Lord has made; 

C:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L: Lord of healing, watch over all who are in medical need. Supply them Your strength as 

they continue their journey under Your watchful eye. This is the day the Lord has made; 
C:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L: Lord of life, in Christ You showed how You are able to bring hope and life where there is 

despair and death. Comfort those who weep over the deaths of loved ones. This is the 
day the Lord has made; 

C:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P: Lord of hope, be with all who are downcast and downtrodden. Lift their eyes to the cross 

and the empty tomb that you may shine in their lives. Grant them the needed joy for 
these wearisome days. We especially pray for (…special petitions). This is the day the 
Lord has made; 

C:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P: Teach us, O Lord, to rely fully upon Your Word of promise. All this we ask in the name of 

Jesus Christ, as we join all our prayers together using the words of the Lord’s Prayer. 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

https://www.clcs.org/attendance/
http://www.clcs.org/give
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 Holy Communion  
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, welcomes us today to the table to receive of the blessings won for us 
upon the cross. As we draw near confessing our wayward ways and desiring to live a new life in Christ, 
we examine ourselves as the Bible encourages us to do in 1 Corinthians 11:28. We therefore pause to 
consider why Jesus gave us this sacred meal and what He now gives us in it, for this is a meal of… 

 

1. Forgiveness – Am I sorry for my sin and desire God’s forgiveness? (Matthew 26:28) 
2. Faith – Do I believe that Jesus is my Savior and that he is truly present in this meal for my 

benefit? (1 Corinthians 11:26-28) 
3. Fellowship – Do I come to this table desiring reconciliation with others (Matthew 5:23-24), and 

am I in agreement with the beliefs of this faith community in which I now seek to receive 
communion? (1 Corinthians 10:16-21) 

 

New to Calvary or have questions? Feel free to speak to a pastor before or after service. 
Those not receiving communion may remain seated or come forward for a blessing from the pastor. 
Please cross your arms over your chest to indicate you are not receiving communion. 
 

 

When invited forward, please line up in front of the communion rail. 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available on stands at the end of the first row 
for those with a gluten allergy to pick up on their way to the communion rail. 

 

Non-alcoholic (white) wine is available at the center of the communion tray. 

 

After being dismissed with a blessing, please return to your seat using the center aisle. 
 

 

 
Hymn “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” LSB 480 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012692. 
 

The Words of Institution 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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The Lamb of God (“Agnus Dei” – John 1:29) “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” LSB 633 

 

 

       Public domain 

 
 

Communion Distribution (Please be seated) 

The Lord’s Supper is received in continuous lines today.  
Ushers will guide you forward from the back of the sanctuary in two lines using the center aisle. 
Two stations for bread and wine are available with a glass bowl to deposit your individual cups.  

If you desire to take a moment for personal prayer, you are welcome to go to the communion rail.  
If you do not wish to go to the rail, continue in your line and return to your seat. 

 

Gluten-free wafers are available on the stand at the front of the center aisle. 

 

 

Special Music “Arisen is Our Blessed Lord” (Melchior Vulpius 1570-1615) Calvary Chorale 

Arisen is our blessed Lord, alleluia!                                                  
   who comforts all with grace outpoured. Alleluia!                          
 But now that Christ arose from sleep, alleluia!                     
   with praise and thanks our voices leap. Alleluia! 
Had He not burst the bonds of hell, alleluia! 
         the world would bend under death’s spell. Alleluia! 
  Christ has arisen from the grave, alleluia! 
         this holy day our souls to save. Alleluia! 
Let all our joy rise full and free, Alleluia! 
   Our comfort Christ will ever be. Alleluia! 
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Hymn “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” LSB 466 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001654; Tune: Public domain   
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Hymn “Awake My Heart with Gladness” LSB 467 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

For Prayer & Personal Reflection during Communion Distribution 
 

“And [the you man] said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him.” Mark 16:6 

Why does the young man invite them to inspect the place where they laid him? 
Why is God inviting you to investigate for yourself the testimony of the eyewitness of the 

crucifixion and resurrection? 
 

“And [the women] went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had 
seized them…” Mark 16:8a 

In every circumstance of life, there is a question that hangs over us, ‘Do we have fear or do 
we have faith?’ Which one is winning out in your life? Why? 

 
“And [the women] said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” Mark 16:8b 

Where is Jesus inviting you to “work out” the implications of his resurrection for your 
everyday trust and faith in him? Where is he inviting you to go and tell of your faith? 
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Post-Communion Hymn (Please stand) “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” LSB 633 

7   Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia!  Public domain 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

Easter Affirmation & Blessing Based on Mark 16:6-7 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P: Do not be afraid, for the Lord is risen, he is not here. 
C: Go quickly and proclaim the resurrection of Christ to all the world. 

P: The blessing of almighty God: Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit go with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  "I Know that My Redeemer Lives" LSB 461 

 

 

 
 

8   He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! Public domain 
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 LEADING OUR WORSHIP     

Preacher: Pastor Kurt Ebert 
Worship Leader:   Steve Rensner 
Organist: Tony Spelde 
Musicians: Calvary Chorale, Calvary Handbells, Paula Honebrink 
Acolyte: Jane Bolden  

 

 

 

Easter Breakfast Sunday, March 31st from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 

Please join us for a light breakfast in the gym. 

A freewill offering will take place to support our youth attending 

the senior high mission trip to St. Louis, MO this summer. 
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Special Thanks to those who gave Easter Lilies     
to Beautify God’s House and Our Worship 

 

Art & Joy Wehrmeister 

Becky & Tim Finke ~ in honor of God’s gracious love & forgiveness 

Wray Ann Crawford ~ to God be the glory 

Keith Corban ~ in memory of Deborah R. Corban 

Jill Radcliffe ~ in memory of Peg Hall & Tim Radcliffe 

Roxanne Deardurff ~ in memory of Curt & Tony Delk 

Sharon & Danny Brewer ~ in memory of Bob & Cookie Fort, Burnie & Billie Brewer, David, 

Marilyn, & Sarah Brewer, and Roy & Mae McCandless 

Rachel Daeger 

Fisk & Hendershott Families ~ in memory of Sam & Lorraine Hendershott 

Paul & Kathy Brakke ~ in memory of loved ones 

Lisa & Joe Pluckebaum 

Bud & Julie Pflug 

Wade & Rachel Jackson ~ in memory of Ken & Lois Bengtson 

Steve & Gloria Vandivier 

The Troemel Family 

Elise Wolf 

Bob & Sandra Wilson ~ in honor of John & Evalyn Wilson and Russell & Imogene Schweyer 

Charlie & Betty Bardonner 

Larry & Sara Jupin 

Jim & Kristen Schwark ~ in memory of August & Mabel Schwark and John Dietel 

Vickie Struben 

Bill, Chrissi, Fritz & Anton Laut ~ to the glory of God 

Jeanne Gilbert ~ in memory of Pat Gilbert, Margaret & Brice Prince, and John & Gwenlyn Gilbert  

Janet Grube ~ in memory of Alberta Krampe, Bill Grube, and Ann Grube 

Duane & Sherri Lytle ~ in memory of loved ones 

Bob & Rosie Blazek ~ in honor of our wonderful family 

Steve & Pattie Bardonner ~ in memory of our parents 
 

  ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Easter Lilies you ordered can be picked up after the 10:45 a.m. service 

or Tuesday through Friday at the church office (Entry #1). 


