Revelation 2025 - Part 13 Dr. Lamar Allen

1.Introduction: There are at least 4 major schemes for interpreting Revelation. These 4

interpretation schemes differ significantly. The truth is, I don’t know which interpretation
scheme is correct, but some seem to me less likely to be correct than others.

Things I’m confident of: (1.) God is Sovereign and in full control of end-time events.
(2.) Whatever the nature of end-time events, God will win. His plan will be completed.
Since Adam and Eve’s sin, God has been developing a holy people for Himself, a people
who can and will live with Him forever in the new Jerusalem on the new earth. Jesus, the
God-Man made that task possible. The task will be completed on the last day.

Words from the Nicene Creed give the overall picture of end times: Jesus Christ “will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and His kingdom shall have no end.”
If we are “in Christ,” whether we experience the “Great Tribulation” or are raptured to
heaven and spared that experience doesn’t in any way affect the condition of our soul or
our future with Christ in heaven. “In Christ” our soul is safe and secure from all attacks.
Being “in Christ” guarantees we will be with Him eternally in the New Jerusalem. We
will be together with Him and will have a glorified resurrection body like His.

Whether raptured before the great tribulation or raptured on the last day, when Jesus
comes again, our souls will be glorified, and we be given glorified resurrection bodies.
We are His, given to Him by the Father, and nothing can take us from His hand.

Rather than arguing over differences in opinion about end-times (and differences in
opinion is all it can ever be, because no one knows for sure) we should focus on obedient
holy living and evangelization — loving God and loving our neighbors as ourselves.

2.Plan for Teaching Chapters 5-22 of Revelation: My plan is to teach two of the views on the

meaning of Revelation without declaring one of them right and the others wrong. My
overarching view is that what really matters is not whether we are Amillennialists, or
Dispensational Premillennialists or something else? What matters is that we be “in Christ.”

The date Revelation was written is a critical background issue in interpreting and hence
in teaching Revelation.

Was it written before AD 70 and Jerusalem and the Temple’s destruction or afterwards?
In lessons 2 and 3, we discussed the date of Revelation and the impact that date has on its
interpretation. The overall conclusion is that if the date is before 70 AD, Revelation 5-20
likely deals with the siege and fall of Jerusalem including the destruction of the Temple.
There is increasing scholarly work indicating Revelation was written before 70 AD, but
the controversy about when it was written goes on.

Regardless of the time of writing, Revelation 20-22 deals with end times including
Christ’s second coming of Christ.



If the date of writing was later than 70 AD, all of 5-22 deals with future events. The date
of writing also impacts views about an earthly 1000-year reign of Christ, the
premillennial rapture, etc.

In my opinion, the “take home” point is that for those “in Christ,” discerning the correct
interpretation of Revelation 5-20 is not a critical issue. It’s interesting but not vital.

The vital issue is not the answer to questions like “will believers be raptured before the
tribulation,” “will Christ have an earthly 1000-year reign,” or “who is Anti-Christ”?

The vital issue is are you “in Christ?” If you are “in Christ,” then He assures us that our
soul is protected from all tribulation. Y our mortal body and mind may suffer and be
killed, but your soul is safe “in Christ.” Your destiny is eternal life in the presence of
God. That destiny is signed and sealed, guaranteed to survive all adverse circumstances.
Do not worry whether you will suffer in the great tribulation or be “raptured” prior to it.
After His own tribulation including His death, Jesus arose from the dead and lives today
to save and watch over those who believe in Him. Believers will be with Jesus to the last.
As is the experience of many Christians, like Jesus we may suffer tribulation and may
even experience mortal death in horrible ways, but our soul is safe for eternity with
Christ. When He comes again, we will be with Him having a new resurrection body and
living eternally on the New Earth in the New Jerusalem. What more matters?

Jesus commands “perseverance.” Persevering “in Christ” requires both an internal
struggle against our sin nature and an external struggle against external enticements.
Even in the absence of external strife and tribulation, following Christ remains difficult
because we are to be consistently obedient to all that Jesus requires. In this life, complete
obedience is not only difficult but (given our sin nature) impossible.

Rejoice that you are “in Christ.” Everything else is small stuff. Remember Jesus cares
about even the small stuff. His eye is on the sparrow. We can be sure He watches over us.
Being “in Christ” trumps being a Dispensational Premillennialist, an Amillennialist, etc.
Because Revelation is in the Bible, we need and want to understand it as well as possible.

3.Eschatology of the OT: OT eschatology is focused on the future coming of the promised

Messiah, on what He was expected to accomplish, and on the nature of the end of history.
4.Eschatology of the NT: The NT interprets the OT by recognizing Jesus Christ as fulfilling

OT eschatological prophecies about Messiah. He came as promised and lived among us.

NT eschatology focuses on events leading to the culmination of all things at Jesus second
coming. One result of that consummation is completing the transformation that produces
a holy people with whom God will live eternally in the New Jerusalem on the New Earth.
New Testament authors recognized that the OT foreshadowed and laid the groundwork
for Jesus’ saving work. Only Jesus, the Man-God, could do what He accomplished.



e The NT interprets the OT through the earthly lived life of Messiah who has come, citing
fulfilled prophecy including additional details from Jesus’ life like His clarifications of
the Law, by using the typology concept, and recognizing God’s revelation is progressive.

e Remember both OT and NT are divinely authored through the Holy Spirit guiding human
writers, carrying them along so that they communicated God’s intended message using
the human authors own unique styles and vocabularies.

e The NT views the OT narrative as pointing to NT events. The OT is to be understood and
clarified by the added light of the NT. Together, they are a unified body of God’s Word.

5..Some Controversial Issues in Interpretation of NT Eschatology: (1.) Will there be a
literal 1,000-year earthly reign by Christ? (2.) Will there be a secret rapture of believers
before the second coming of Christ? (3.) Is the 1,000-year reign precisely 1,000 years or is it

a symbol for a long but undefined length of time? (4.)When does the 1,000-year reign occur

relative to other end-time events? (4.) When are believers (both dead and living) glorified

and when do they receive their glorified resurrection body? (5.) How is the Olivet Discourse
related to end-times — does all of it apply to end-times, some of it, or none of it?, etc.

e How important are disagreements about end-times details among believers. I think the
answer is they are important and interesting but not vital to our spiritual well-being. Jesus
1s coming again at a time known to no-one but the Father. He will collect all believers,
dead and alive, and unite their glorified soul and body. They will then live with God.

e [f disagreement about End-Times is not Vital, what 1s? It is vital to be “in Christ.”
Assurance that we are “in Christ” is the most important thing in mortal life. “In Christ”
our soul is safe from all harm. Neither a horrible nor a peaceful mortal death has any
effect on the safety of our soul.

e Being “in Christ,” we should not be surprised to experience tribulation because of our
faith. Jesus said, those who follow Him will experience tribulation. Many of the world’s
people oppose Him, opposes what is His, and opposes what He represents.

e Revelation’s symbolic language contributes to interpretation difficulties. Another issue
is it 1s not straight-forward to correlate OT and NT passages dealing with the same topic.

6.When OT and NT Passages Deal With the Same Subject: Revelation’s 404 verses have
over 500 allusions to OT texts. When OT and NT texts deal with the same subject, how are
the quoted OT texts handled?

e Does the NT version always agree in every aspect with OT interpretation?

e The hermeneutic principle (theory of interpretation) commonly used is, the NT interprets
and clarifies the OT.

e Asrecorded in the NT, Jesus Himself clarified OT Scripture - like its treatment of divorce
and the meaning of passages dealing with what activities are permitted on the Sabbath.

e Another broad example of clarification is seen by comparing NT realities about the
incarnate Jesus to OT prophecies about Messiah.
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From Genesis 3:15 to the end of the OT, many verses prophesy about Messiah’s coming.
After Messiah arrived in the flesh in the person of Jesus, information about His birth, His
actual person, life, and activities were recorded in the NT. Many things in OT predictions
(or their interpretation) about the coming Messiah turned out to need NT clarification.
For example, the understanding that Messiah would be a great warrior like David was not
true in a military sense. What Messiah would attack was sin and death not Roman power.
Neither of Jesus’ targets was amenable to defeat through military power.

Messiah came, not as a great military warrior, but as the Lamb of God to conquer sin and
death through His willing sacrifice of Himself to pay the death penalty due the sins of
those who believe. He conquered through His great redeeming love for sinners.

Many, perhaps most, Jews did not accept Jesus as the Messiah. He didn’t appear to be a
good fit to the OT prophecies about Messiah. One difficulty was His association with
sinners. Saving sinners was what He came into the world to accomplish.

He appeared to violate the Law of Moses by doing what they considered to be forbidden
work on the Sabbath. In fact, He appeared to differ in many ways from prophecies about
Messiah as they understood them. How could He possibly be the long-expected Messiah?
It was expected Messiah would be an uncommonly great man (but not divine). Jesus’
seeming to claim to be divine baffled them. Judaism is monotheistic. The central belief is
that there 1s one God who is the creator of the universe. This is articulated in the Shema
prayer they prayed twice daily: "Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One."
They expected Messiah to come, as a great human warrior like David, to free them from
their Roman conquerors by soundly defeating them on the battlefield. Because of their
expectations, most Jews remained (as today most remain) unbelievers. They failed to
understand Messiah’s mission was not to defeat Rome, but to defeat sin and death.

God is One, eternal, incorporeal, neither male nor female, all-powerful, all-knowing, and
present everywhere. To the Jews, a Triune God was blasphemy. How could three be one?
Like John in Revelation 5, they (the Jews) were convinced Messiah would come as the
conquering Lion of Judah. Jesus came as the Lamb of God.

As the Lamb of God, Jesus did amazing things. He conquered sin and death in ways that
baffled them. He defeated sin’s evil through His redeeming love for believing sinners by
taking their sins upon Himself and dying as their substitute to pay the death penalty due
their sins. He received the wrath of God due those sins, so that believers would not have
to do so. He died on a cross, was buried, and arose from death to life on the 3™ day.
Sinless Jesus remained sinless even when He assumed the burden of believers’ sins and
died on Calvary’s cross to pay the penalty due those sins. Through it all, He was sinless.
All who believe in Him are absolved of their sins (their sin’s penalty has been paid), not
in part, but the whole. They are taken into the family of God and are guaranteed a place
in the New Jerusalem where they will live eternally in the presence of God.
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