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Dear Family
As my 4th term at SIBI comes to a close, I want
to take a moment to thank each of you for your
constant prayers, encouragement, and support.
It’s been a spiritually enriching and
academically challenging journey, I am deeply
grateful for how God has continued to work
through you and in me.
This term, I have had the opportunity to dive
deep into several very impactful courses that
have strengthened my understanding of
Scripture and how to lead in ministry

N e w  T e s t a m e n t  C h u r c h :
I  l e a r n e d  h o w  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  c h u r c h  i s  n o t  j u s t  a
h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  b u t  p a r t  o f  G o d ’ s  e t e r n a l  p l a n ,  r e v e a l e d
t h r o u g h  p r o p h e c y  a n d  f u l f i l l e d  i n  C h r i s t .  I  g a i n e d  a  c l e a r e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  B i b l i c a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e
p a t t e r n  o f  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  “ p r e - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l ”
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  W h a t  I  v a l u e d  m o s t  w a s  b e i n g  e q u i p p e d  t o
a d d r e s s  m o d e r n  i s s u e s — l i k e  t h e  r o l e  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m u s i c
i n  t h e  c h u r c h — w i t h  b o t h  b i b l i c a l  t r u t h  a n d  a  s p i r i t  o f  u n i t y .
T h e  t e a c h i n g  o u t l i n e s  a n d  b o o k  r e p o r t s  h e l p e d  p r e p a r e  m e
t o  e d u c a t e  a n d  l e a d  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g
p e a c e  a n d  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  G o d ’ s  W o r d .
 
1 Corinthians:
 We examined the historical and cultural background of Corinth and the
challenges faced by the early church. I learned how Paul addressed
division, immorality, and other issues with a Christ-centered approach,
emphasizing unity, love, and the value of the body of Christ. What I
valued most was developing the habit of turning to Scripture when
facing difficult questions, seeing how love, above all, should guide our
actions in the church. The study of chapter 7 on marriage, divorce, and
remarriage especially helped me think critically and Biblically about
complex topics I will likely face in ministry.



1st & 2nd Thessalonians / Philippians:
In this course, I gained a deeper understanding of
the epistles of 1 and 2 Thessalonians and
Philippians by studying them exegetically,
theologically, and homiletically within their original
first-century context and how they apply to today’s
church. I learned the core messages of these
letters and was especially impacted by their
emphasis on devotion to King Jesus, the hope of His
return, and the call to live faithfully and serve
effectively in the present. I valued learning from
Paul’s ministry methods, developing sermon
materials, and strengthening my ability to teach
and preach sound doctrine. Most of all, I
appreciated how the course challenged me both
intellectually and spiritually to live with a longing
for the Lord while actively engaging in the life and
mission of the church.

Conflict Resolution:
 This short course was incredibly practical and insightful.
One of the most valuable things I learned was how deeply
emotional and relational systems impact the health and
growth of a congregation. I came to understand that conflict
within the church doesn’t just affect the people involved—it
often hurts the most vulnerable among us. I learned that
emotions, especially anxiety, are contagious and can create
repeated patterns of dysfunction unless addressed with
maturity and spiritual awareness. Tools like emotional
validation, self-differentiation, and understanding system
theory really helped me see how to manage tension in a
healthier way. I also realized how important it is to avoid
people-pleasing, to recognize red flags in church behavior,
and to handle antagonism with calm professionalism. What I
appreciated most was how these lessons were tied to
biblical principles and real-life ministry challenges,
preparing me to lead more effectively, compassionately,
and truthfully.

1st & 2nd Thessalonians / Philippians:
In this course, I gained a deeper understanding of the
epistles of 1 and 2 Thessalonians and Philippians by
studying them exegetically, theologically, and homiletically
within their original first-century context and how they
apply to today’s church. I learned the core messages of
these letters and was especially impacted by their
emphasis on devotion to King Jesus, the hope of His return,
and the call to live faithfully and serve effectively in the
present. I valued learning from Paul’s ministry methods,
developing sermon materials, and strengthening my ability
to teach and preach sound doctrine. Most of all, I
appreciated how the course challenged me both
intellectually and spiritually to live with a longing for the
Lord while actively engaging in the life and mission of the
church.

E V A N G E L I S M  2 :
I N  T H I S  C O U R S E ,  I  L E A R N E D  H O W  T O  L E A D
A N D  S E R V E  I N  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  E V A N G E L I S M
B Y  D E V E L O P I N G  P R A C T I C A L  S K I L L S  L I K E
B U I L D I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P S ,  I N I T I A T I N G  A N D
C O N D U C T I N G  B I B L E  S T U D I E S ,  A N D  H E L P I N G
N E W  B E L I E V E R S  B E C O M E  A C T I V E  I N  T H E
C H U R C H .  I  G A I N E D  T O O L S  A N D  S T R A T E G I E S
T O  L E A D  A  C H U R C H  T O W A R D  G E N U I N E
G R O W T H  W I T H O U T  R E L Y I N G  O N  C O M P L E X
P R O G R A M S ,  F O C U S I N G  I N S T E A D  O N  B I B L I C A L
P R I N C I P L E S  A N D  T H E  1 2  E S S E N T I A L S  O F
C H U R C H  G R O W T H .  W H A T  I  V A L U E D  M O S T  W A S
T H E  H A N D S - O N ,  A C T I O N - D R I V E N  A P P R O A C H
T H A T  E N C O U R A G E D  M E  T O  A P P L Y  W H A T  I
L E A R N E D  E A C H  W E E K ,  O B S E R V E  H O W  G O D
W O R K S  T H R O U G H  T H O S E  E F F O R T S ,  A N D
R E A L I Z E  T H A T  E F F E C T I V E  E V A N G E L I S M  I S
R O O T E D  I N  B E I N G  A U T H E N T I C ,  P R A Y E R F U L ,
A N D  F O C U S E D  O N  R E A C H I N G  T H E  L O S T
T O G E T H E R  A S  A  C H U R C H  F A M I L Y .



This summer, I am thrilled to return to East Africa,
primarily Mbarara, Uganda, as part of my internship
requirement.
This opportunity is more than just a box checked for
graduation. It’s a return to a place that deeply shaped
my heart for ministry. I’ll be working alongside local
church leaders, continuing the mission of teaching,
equipping, and encouraging believers in their walk
with Christ.
What excites me most?

Reconnecting with the people and churches I’ve
come to love
Sharing the gospel in vibrant, passionate
communities
Watching God move in places where spiritual
hunger overflows

This isn’t just a trip, it is a calling. I am honored to
pursue it with your continued prayers and support.
As always, I am humbled by your love and support.
Your partnership in the gospel means more than
words can express.

 Plans For the Summer

This term wasn’t all study, we also shared some
wonderful fellowship moments together as a class. We
enjoyed group singing at the Owens’ home, breakfast
with one of our Instructors, Kevin Haynes, and his
amazing wife Becca, we concluded our term by having
a BBQ, which we affectionately call a “Glawe Out”
thanks to our amazing instructor Mat Glawe. These
moments helped build community and brought joy in
the midst of a busy schedule.

                   Email: kevin.rapp@Sunsetonline.org 

O N C E  A G A I N ,  I  W A N T  T O  T H A N K  Y O U  A L L
F O R  Y O U R  C O N T I N U E D  S U P P O R T ,
P R A Y E R S ,  A N D  E N C O U R A G E M E N T .  I
C O U L D N ’ T  D O  T H I S  W I T H O U T  Y O U ,  A N D
I ’ M  S O  G R A T E F U L  F O R  T H E  R O L E  Y O U
P L A Y  I N  M Y  L I F E  A N D  E D U C A T I O N .  A S  I
C O N T I N U E  T H I S  J O U R N E Y ,  I  L O O K
F O R W A R D  T O  S E E I N G  H O W  G O D  W I L L  U S E
T H E S E  L E S S O N S  A N D  E X P E R I E N C E S  T O
E Q U I P  M E  F O R  M I N I S T R Y  A N D  S E R V I C E .

J O Y F U L L Y  H I S ,

KEVIN  RAPP
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