Psalm 119:17-24
	Grounded on the Word


Martin Luther, the German monk, former Catholic priest, and Protestant reformer, was told by Dr. Usinger (oosinger), an Augustinian monk and a tutor and mentor of Luther, “Ah! Brother Martin, what is there in the Bible? It is better to read the books of the ancient doctors. They have sucked the honey of the truth. The Bible is the cause of all the troubles in the Church![endnoteRef:1]”  [1:   The Baptist Visitor, Women’s Baptist Home Missionary Societies of Ontario, http://books.google.com/books?id=5gQFAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA244&lpg=PA244&dq=martin+luther+dr.+usinger&source=bl&ots=s8QgkOllKE&sig=-lRO2gHq2KQBiyRjZzEc59WHu-Q&hl=en&sa=X&ei=GDJfUeLGGamqyAHlxIC4CQ&ved=0CDsQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=martin%20luther%20dr.%20usinger&f=false, Biography of Martin Luther, pg 244] 

Just so you know, we do not agree with Dr. Usinger. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, that the Bible is the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, that it is the complete revelation of God’s will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Because of that, we believe that the Bible should be believed, obeyed, and trusted.
[image: ]The second statement in the Statement of Faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America reads, 
We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.
[image: ]Look at Psalm 119 with me for a moment. In Psalm 119, verses 17-20 the Psalmist writes this (Psalm 119 starting in verse 17),
[17] Be good to your servant while I live,
that I may obey your word.
[18] Open my eyes that I may see
wonderful things in your law.
[19] I am a stranger on earth;
do not hide your commands from me.
[20] My soul is consumed with longing
for your laws at all times.
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Then in verse 97 (Psalm 119 is the longest Psalm and the longest chapter in the Bible) — in verse 97 the Psalmist adds, “Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.” As a church, and as believer in Jesus Christ, we are to be grounded on the Word. When we say that we want to be grounded on the Word, we are thinking specifically of four areas of life. We need to be grounded on the Word in the area of morality. What is right and what is wrong? God’s Word must define what is moral and immoral. That cannot be left to public opinion or current cultural practice. Second, we need to be grounded on the Word in the area of practice.  In other words, how we live and how we do church must be ordered according to God’s Word. Third, we need to be grounded on the Word in the area of theology. “He has a universal remote. That’s how God rules the universe.” Well, maybe that not exactly how it works. What we believe must be defined and taught in the Word of God. We cannot allow our emotions, or current political or religious pressure define truth for us. Just because something is politically correct does not make it true. What we believe about God, man, the world, eternity — these can only be found in and established by God’s Word. Finally, we are grounded in God’s Word regarding Stewardship. All that we are and all that we have is a gift from God. We are not owners, but stewards. As such, biblically we must acknowledge the true owner, who is God.
Psalm 1 starts out, “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night (Ps 1:1-2). The word for delight (“whose delight is in the law of the LORD”), that same word is used when Samuel in 1 Sam. 15:22 asks, "Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the LORD?” We delight in God’s law, God’s scriptures, God’s Word, and He delights in our obedience from the heart. As our Statement of Faith says, the Bible is to be believed, [image: ]obeyed, and trusted.
Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, is centered around the Word of God. There are at least three different words used in Psalm 119 to indicate that we, as believers, should delight in, take pleasure in, or enjoy God’s Word. Delighting in, pleasuring in, and enjoying God are demonstrated by delighting in, pleasuring in, and enjoying His Word. It is one thing to enjoy a worship experience, or to revel in the outward expressions of God’s glory which we see in nature, but if that pleasuring, that reveling, that enjoying is truly in God then we will always find ourselves drawn to His Word as well as to his worship. If this is not true in our lives, if we do not find ourselves drawn to the scriptures of our God, then perhaps it is the experience we love rather than the God of the experience. Can we truly say with the Psalmist, your “law is my delight” (Ps 119:174b)? “Great are the works of the LORD; they are studied by all who delight in them” (Ps 111:2). 
[image: ]Do we have an ever-increasing love for God and His Word? As believers in Jesus Christ, one of the guiding principles of our lives and ministries should be a love for God’s Word. His Word should guide us in areas of morality, practice, theology, and stewardship. Our lives need to be grounded. But not just grounded on anything; they need to be grounded on the Word of God. 
A life and a ministry guided by public opinion is like a leaf blowing in the wind. A life and a ministry grounded on the Word of God is like a Light House standing through the fiercest storms guiding ships through dangerous waters. We need to be grounded on the Word, but that necessitates that we actually know the Word. “Blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night” (Ps 1:1-2). May we learn to love the [image: ]Word of God as the Psalmist did, and may we ground all we are and do on his Word.
[image: ]We need to be grounded on the Word, but what does that look like. For us as believers in Jesus Christ, and members of the Evangelical Free Church, it means a lot, but let me focus on the four areas I’ve already mentioned. Being grounded on the Word means that God’s Word is foundational to our understanding of morality, practice, theology, and stewardship. 
To be grounded on the Word of God means that my sense of morality is determined and defined by the Scriptures. The Book of Judges ends with these words, “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Jdg 21:25). The first time I read that I thought, “Wow, wouldn’t that be great if everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” Then I realized what that means. It means that every individual gets to define morality for himself or herself. It means that society lives with no standards of right and wrong. It is the very thing that Moses warned them not to do. In Deuteronomy 12:8, Moses warned the people that when they got into the Promised Land, “You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, everyone doing whatever is right in his own eyes.” Rather than doing what was right in their own eyes, Moses said in Deuteronomy 13:18 that they were to do “what is right in the sight of the LORD your God.”
Anarchy has been the cry of many in recent years. But no society can exist in anarchy. In fact, even the push for anarchy is driven by a sense that the System is wrong. But you cannot say someone is wrong unless there is a standard of right and wrong. Anarchy is an absence of order or regulation. I find it interesting that the anarchists who took over a portion of Seattle back in the summer of 2020 found it necessary to put into place a regulation for addressing disagreements and offenses. In their society without rules, they established a Conflict Resolution Advisory Council.[footnoteRef:1] They started with requiring 3 people on the council. Eventually that number grew to over 15. Trying to make sure that every cross-section of the community was represented on the council proved unmanageable. The truth is, no society can exist for long without rules. It is just reality that when you have more than one person there are disagreements. Rules are necessary. When rules of morality are left to the individual then somebody is always the underdog. Someone is always taken advantage of. When rules of morality are left to public opinion then they are constantly changing, creating system wide uncertainty and anxiety. I remember as a child that the Northern Elementary School playground was divided in two. The older students played on the north side and the younger students played on the south side. There was a large tree in the middle of the playground that defined the border. We occasionally hung around that tree, although that was frowned on, but we never passed the tree. Even chasing a run-a-way ball passed the tree made us nervous. That was the boundary. But imagine being a child on a playground, where every day the boundaries of the playground change, and no one tells you where they are. You just need to figure it out. When morality is defined by public opinion, we never know which word, which phrase, or which action is in or out on any particular day. Morality is constantly changing. Jesus said, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock” (Mt 7:24). What we believe to be right, moral, and true must come from something bigger than ourselves. We look to the [image: ]Word of God to establish our morality, our understanding of right and wrong. [1:  https://pjmedia.com/news-and-politics/jeff-reynolds/2020/06/14/chaz-chop-creates-conflict-resolution-council-and-the-rules-are-spectacular-n527988, accessed June 24, 2020.] 

Further, we look to the Word of God to establish our sense of how we are to live and how we are to do church. Those church practices that are neither established nor condemned by God’s Word are open for debate. For example, whether we meet together Sunday morning or Sunday evening, whether we meet online or face-to-face, whether we meet at 8:30 or 10:45 in the morning, or 6:30 in the evening, whether we have Sunday School, or a children’s Christmas program — these are all questions of preference. The Bible does not speak to that, and so there is freedom. But whether we meet, and what we do when we meet, those are defined by the Word. We are to meet to worship corporately, teach God’s word, practice communion, and fellowship. The early church came together, according to Acts 2:42, for “teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” The Psalms call us to worship privately and corporately. Worship, teaching, communion, fellowship, and prayer — these are the practices of the church. How those are practiced, when they are practiced, or even how often some of them are practiced will vary or change, but worship, teaching, communion, and prayer occur when the church comes together. The practices of the church are grounded on the Word. 
[image: ]We cannot build strong societies, nor can we build strong churches by public opinion and ever-changing morals and practices. Who we are, what we do, and how we live must be grounded in something bigger than ourselves. We look to the Word of God to define our morality and our practice. The question that has been prevalent in the Evangelical Free Church from its beginnings should guide every decision and practice. “Where stands it written?”
In  2 Timothy 3:14-17 Paul instructed the young pastor, Timothy,
[14] But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, [15] and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, [17] so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
[image: ]I said earlier that a life and a ministry grounded on the Word of God is like a Light House standing through the fiercest storms, guiding ships through dangerous waters. We are the ships, and we need to be guided by the Word. For us that means grounding our understanding of morality, and our practices on the Word of God. We also need to be grounded on the Word in terms of our theology and our stewardship.
I have friends and acquaintances who have strayed from foundational, orthodox, Christian beliefs. What I have observed is that they have often allowed their emotions to drive their theology and beliefs rather than allowing the Scriptures to drive their theology. When we come to the study of God’s Word we cannot begin with a sense of what we believe to be right or true. We must begin with the following questions: [image: ]
1. What does the text actually say? 
2. What does the text mean? 
3. How would the original audience have understood the text? 
4. How does that apply to my context? 
Too often we begin with question 4, “How does that apply,” and we rarely get to the other three questions. But the question of application must come last, or it will adversely color our understanding of the Word and change it. Our theology must be grounded in a careful exegesis of the God’s Word. Exegesis is just a $50 word that means that we draw out of the text what is actually there rather than reading into the text what we expect, hope, or want to find.
2 Timothy 2:15 tells us to, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” Awhile back I was shopping for a car. I was searching online and found one that I liked. I contacted the owner and made arrangements to go see it. The car I saw online was a deep forest green. I really loved the color. When I drove in the yard where the car was supposed to be, there sat a dark blue car. I said to Billie Jean, “Where’s the green car?” and She said, “What green car? The car is blue.” I said, “No, the car in the picture. It’s green.” And she said, “No, the car in the picture is blue.” My expectations and misperception almost convinced me that someone had pulled a switch on me. It still looks green to me when I look at the picture. When we read and study the scriptures, by assuming that we already know what it will say, we risk the same error. We risk reading what we expect the Word to say rather than paying attention to what it actually says. We must be vigilant to handle God’s Word carefully and accurately. Our theology has to be [image: ]grounded in a careful reading of the Word. 
[image: ][image: ]Our stewardship also has to be grounded in God’s Word.  This deserves a whole sermon in itself, but not today. Stewardship is about more than just giving money. We were designed to oversee and care for God’s creation.  “The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it” (Gen 2:15). In Genesis 1:26 God said, 
[image: ]Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.
As believers in Jesus Christ we recognize that nothing we own actually belongs to us. We are stewards of all that we have. When we fail to understand this, our “stuff” becomes our god. Our possessions begin to possess us. Stewardship is about recognizing that all we have is actually God’s.
[image: ]Gifts, tithes, and offerings are a simple recognition that our money and our stuff are not our own. As believers we do not give simply because God commanded us to give, although that would be enough in itself. But we are told to give because we need to be reminded that our stuff is not ours. It has been my observation over the years that those with nothing are often more willing to give than those who have much. The more we have, the more our stuff controls us. When we have nothing, we tend to more readily recognize those in need; we more quickly identify with them; and we more easily let go. The United States of America is a wealthy nation. Even the poorest of us are wealthy by the World’s standards. As believers, we need to learn to loosen our grip on what we have, or we risk serving the wrong god. Stewardship is grounded on the Word of God.
[image: ]A life and a ministry grounded on the Word of God is like a Light House standing through the fiercest storms guiding ships through dangerous waters. We need to be grounded on the Word. We need to ground our understanding of morality, practice, theology, and stewardship. on the Word of God. Anything less is like building on quicksand. 
As believers in Jesus Christ, and as an Evangelical Free Church, we need to be grounded on the Word in areas of morality, practice, theology, and stewardship. To be grounded on the Word means that we must know the Word, delight in the Word, study the Word, and do what it says. Let me read again the verses we read earlier from Psalm 119
Psalms 119:17-24 (ESV)
[image: ]
[17] Be good to your servant while I live,
that I may obey your word.
[18] Open my eyes that I may see
wonderful things in your law.
.

[image: ]
[19] I am a stranger on earth;
do not hide your commands from me.

[20] My soul is consumed with longing
for your laws at all times.

[image: ]
[21] You rebuke the arrogant, who are accursed,
those who stray from your commands.

[22] Remove from me their scorn and contempt,
for I keep your statutes.

[image: ]
[23] Though rulers sit together and slander me,
your servant will meditate on your decrees.
[24] Your statutes are my delight;
they are my counselors.

[image: ]
We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.
Can we truly say that God’s word is our delight and our counselor, that we look to it to trust and obey because it is the ultimate authority in every realm of human knowledge and endeavor? Do we truly believe that God has spoken through the Old and New Testaments without error in the original writings? Do we really believe that the Bible is the Word of God?
[image: ]The Book of Eli, is a movie set in a post-apocalyptic world. Denzel Washington plays Eli, a character that carries a book for 30 years walking across the country looking for someplace that the book will be safe. We aren’t told what the book is until near the end of the movie when we discover that the book he carried was the Bible. Two things stood out to me in that movie. First, he read from the book every day of those 30 years. Second, at the end of the movie he says, “I became so focused on protecting the book that I forgot to do what it says.” 
[image: ] Let me challenge you to be thinking on God’s Word daily for the purpose of doing what it says. I heard a sermon on a Sunday night back in the summer of 1974 that changed my life. It was entitled 5 Minutes a Day. The pastor challenged us to begin reading God’s Word daily. In just 5 minutes, he said, the average reader can read 1-2 chapters in the Bible. If you are not in God’s Word every Day, let me encourage you to begin with 5 minutes a day. It will change your life. If you are already in God’s Word daily, don’t forget to do what it says. We want to be grounded on the Word of God, but we can’t be grounded on the Word as a church unless we are grounded on the Word as individual believers. Try it! 5 minutes a day.
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