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The Gospel creates a devoted community: The Church
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Acts 4:36-37
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ACTS




1. Power and indwelling of the Holy Spirit

2. Message of redemption entrusted to people- Christ’'s church
3. The complete message of the Gospel

4. The dynamic of power, proclamation and persecution

5. The new family of God- the church
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Utah Polygamy Court Ruling On 'Sister Wives' Case When Lucy Wadham married her charming French lover, she :ru':::’a

ygamy . 8 . ' discovered more about the Gallic way of living - and loving - after s

Confirms Fears Of Social Conservatives than she had bargained for. $800,0
P s | e Lucy, 44, a writer, was about to step onto a sexual merry-go-

round where casual adultery was the norm. b Stifli

Here Lucy, who now lives with her English second husband 5;(;,::

and four children, tells TESSA CUNNINGHAM why the French she an
are so different from us. watch
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"Monogamy...Is it as crazy as the modern
humans think it is?"

"What do you
think about West

Madison
sweetheart?"




1. Power and inewelling af te Holy Spint

2. Wessage of redemgtion entrusted to people: Christs charch
2. The compleie message of the Gospel

4. The dynamic of porwer, praclamation and parsecution

5. The new family of God- the church
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1. Devoied 10 Apesiolic

Devoted to THE Fellowship  (the Cle-hurch)
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3. Devated to sacrficial and profound generasity

£ 48 AN e et e et and il ol funs i i



| ) A ——

1. Devoted to Apostolic teaching and leadership

Acts 2:42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching...”



AcCts 6:2-4

So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together
and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the
ministry of the word of God in order to wait on
tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men from among
you who are known to be full of the Spirit and
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them
4 and will give our attention to prayer and the
ministry of the word."



So do you think you're an apostle?

3 ways
Apostle vs. Apostolic...  Succession

Anointing
Teaching

Geographic Transition to Elders



1 Timothy 5:17-18

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is
preaching and teaching.

18 For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while
It is treading out the grain,” {18 Deut. 25:4} and "The
worker deserves his wages." {18 Luke 10:7}



The Church is,

A community (unity in Christ)

"Doing life together..." 1N campmnit y (shared lives)

{shared peagraphic ham).

2. Devoted to THE Fellowship  (the C/c-hurch)

Acts 2:42 “devoted themselves...to the fellowship, the breaking of bread and of prayer...”

devotion
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"Doing life together..."

"Community is what single people do when they're on campus”



The Church is,

A community (unity in Christ)

IN community (shared lives)

FOR the good of a larger community
(shared geographic home).



devotion




B thare a moral or sodial
wiskon here?

ACts 4:32-37

All the helievers were ane in heart and mind. Mo one claimed
that any af his possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles
continued to testily to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
much grace was upon them all, 34 There were no needy
persans amang them. Far from time to time those who owned
lands or houses seld them, brought the money from the sales
35 and put it at the apastles’ feet, and it was distributed o
anyone as he had need What is 117

3. Devoted to sacrificial and profound generosity

Acts 2:44 “All who believed were together and had all things in common.”

Crmers sharing rather than shared ownership

1. Mo one ‘regarded’ their belonging &s their own- for - \ ot
heoloaicasl anesnsily renLres
theologlcal reasons (inclichsal freedom

. and fell

2. They still sold their land - they cwned it eomeuningidedinicatian
3. Acts 5- Ananias and Sapphira- Peter “wasn't the land st i iy A
WOLIFS, & WESR'T Ehe Maney yoUrs"

4. They *laid the money at the apostle's feet.



ACts 4:32-37

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed
that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles
continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned
lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales

35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to
anyone as he had need.



Is there a moral or social
vision here?

What is 1t?




Owners sharing rather than shared ownership

1. No one ‘regarded’ their belonging as their own- for
theological reasons

2. They still sold ‘their land’- they owned it

3. Acts 5- Ananias and Sapphira- Peter “wasn’t the land
yours, and wasn't the money yours”

4. They “laid the money at the apostle’s feet.”



Generosity requires both
individual freedom
and felt
community identification

(dual with primary identification)



Acts 4:36-37

Joseph, a Levite from
Cyprus, whom the
apostles called
Barnabas (which
means Son of
Encouragement), 37
sold a field he owned
and brought the money
and put it at the
apostles’ feet.




1. Power and inewelling af te Holy Spint

2. Wessage of redemgtion entrusted to people: Christs charch
2. The compleie message of the Gospel

4. The dynamic of porwer, praclamation and parsecution

5. The new family of God- the church
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3. Devated to sacrficial and profound generasity
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