


S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G
John 21:24-25







What you believe is 
the most important 
thing about you 
that you can 
control.





AI

Real 



Jesus is the light that 
leads to life.

(real life, full life, eternal life)

M A I N  P O I N T



John 20:31
“But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.”



Should you 
believe this??

Jesus is the light that 
leads to life.

M A I N  P O I N T



Yes, for (at least) 
four reasons

Should you 
believe this??

Jesus is the light that 
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1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.

You can believe that Jesus is the light that leads 
to life because:



a) This gospel claims to be an eyewitness account

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.



John 21:24
“This is the disciple who testifies 
to these things and who wrote 
them down. We know that his 
testimony is true.”



John 1:14
“The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.”





John 19:33-35
“But when they came to Jesus and found 
that he was already dead, they did not 
break his legs. Instead, one of the 
soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, 
bringing a sudden flow of blood and 
water. The man who saw it has given 
testimony and his testimony is true.”



a. This gospel claims to be an eyewitness account
b. The early church used this gospel authoritatively

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.



a. This gospel claims to be an eyewitness account
b. The early church used this gospel authoritatively
c. The gospel reports details that could only be 
known by an eyewitness

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.



John 14:5-8
“Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where 
you are going, so how can we know the way?’ 
Jesus answered, ’I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you really know me, you will know 
my Father as well. From now on, you do know him 
and have seen him.’ Philip said, ‘Lord, show us 
the Father and that will be enough for us.’”



John 14:22
“Then Judas (not Judas 
Iscariot) said, ‘But, Lord, why do 
you intend to show yourself to 
us and not to the world?’”



a. This gospel claims to be an eyewitness account
b. The early church used this gospel authoritatively
c. The gospel reports details that could only be 
known by an eyewitness
d. The gospel gives details about Jesus' inner-
conscience

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.



a. This gospel claims to be an eyewitness account
b. The early church used this gospel authoritatively
c. The gospel reports details that could only be 
known by an eyewitness
d. The gospel gives details about Jesus' inner-
conscience
e. The author includes self-descriptions

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.



John 13:22-25
“His disciples stared at one another, at 
a loss to know which of them he 
meant. One of them, the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, was reclining next 
to him. Simon Peter motioned to this 
disciple and said, ‘Ask him which one 
he means.’ Leaning back against 
Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’”



John 19:26-27
“When Jesus saw his mother there, 
and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to her, 
‘Woman, here is your son,’ and to 
the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ 
From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home.”



John 20:2-9
“So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!’ So Peter and the other disciple started for 
the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked 
in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then 
Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into 
the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as 
the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The 
cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 
Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 
dead.)”



John 21:20-22
“Peter turned and saw that the disciple 
whom Jesus loved was following them. 
(This was the one who had leaned back 
against Jesus at the supper and had said, 
‘Lord, who is going to betray you?’) When 
Peter saw him, he asked, ‘Lord, what about 
him?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I want him to 
remain alive until I return, what is that to 
you? You must follow me.’”



John 21:24
“This is the disciple who testifies 
to these things and who wrote 
them down. We know that his 
testimony is true.”



a. This gospel claims to be an eyewitness account
b. The early church used this gospel authoritatively
c. The gospel reports details that could only be 
known by an eyewitness
d. The gospel gives details about Jesus' inner-
conscience
e. The author includes self-descriptions

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.



You can believe that Jesus is the light that leads 
to life because:

2. This gospel was written by John, 
the apostle.

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.



a. The gospel is anonymous.

2. This gospel was written by John, 
the apostle.



a. The gospel is anonymous.
b. The earliest sources claim the gospel is 
written by John

2. This gospel was written by John, 
the apostle.



a. The gospel is anonymous.
b. The earliest sources claim the gospel is 
written by John
c. John is the most likely of the 12 apostles 
to have written the gospel

2. This gospel was written by John, 
the apostle.



• Simon Peter

• Andrew

• James (son of Zebedee)

• John (son of Zebedee)

• Philip

• Nathaniel (aka) 
Bartholomew

• Matthew (aka Levi)

• Thomas

• James (son of Alpheus)

• Judas (not Iscariot, aka 
    Thaddeus)

• Simon (the zealot)

• Judas (Iscariot)
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a. The gospel is anonymous.
b. The earliest sources claim the gospel is 
written by John
c. John is the most likely of the 12 apostles 
to have written the gospel

2. This gospel was written by John, 
the apostle.



You can believe that Jesus is the light that leads 
to life because:

2. This gospel was written by John, 
the apostle.

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.

3. John is trustworthy



5 Essentials for Trust*
1. Understanding

*from: Trust by Henry Cloud, PhD



5 Essentials for Trust*
1. Understanding
2. Motive

*from: Trust by Henry Cloud, PhD



John 20:31
“But these are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have 
life in his name.”



5 Essentials for Trust*
1. Understanding
2. Motive
3. Ability

*from: Trust by Henry Cloud, PhD



5 Essentials for Trust*
1. Understanding
2. Motive
3. Ability
4. Character (integrity)

*from: Trust by Henry Cloud, PhD



John 21:24
“This is the disciple who testifies 
to these things and who wrote 
them down. We know that his 
testimony is true.”



5 Essentials for Trust*
1. Understanding
2. Motive
3. Ability
4. Character (integrity)
5. Track record

*from: Trust by Henry Cloud, PhD



You can believe that Jesus is the light that leads 
to life because:

2. This gospel was written by John, 
the apostle.

1. This gospel is an eyewitness account.

3. John is trustworthy.
4. John is telling you good news.



Jesus is the light that 
leads to life.

(real life, full life, eternal life)

M A I N  P O I N T





John 20:29
“Because you have seen me, 
you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen 
me and yet believed.”



Believe John:
Jesus is the light that 

leads to life.

(real life, full life, eternal life)

M A I N  P O I N T




