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How can perishable people grow into the 

imperishable love of Christ?

While we were born perishable, we have 
been reborn  imperishable by the word of 
God; therefore, we are freed to reflect 
Christ-like love.



By believing the 
gospel we are 
immediately and 
completely 
purified of the sin 
that condemns us 
to death. (22a)
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grow from familial love to Christ-like 
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• We are together adopted into one family (Galatians 4:4-7) 
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As those purified, Peter commands us to 
grow from familial love to Christ-like 
love.
• We are together adopted into one family (Galatians 4:4-7) 
• Peter challenges us to go deeper than familial love to loving one 

another as God loves us.
oPhileo (φιλέω) - 1. Love generally 2. Brotherly love, goodwill and 

kindred affection.
oAgape (ἀγάπη) - 1. Love generally 2. A divine love, the love of God.

22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the 
truth so that you have sincere love (phileo) for each other, 
love (agape) one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you 
have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
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As those purified, Peter commands 
us to grow from familial love to 

Christ-like love. (22b)

Christ-like Love is:
Deep / Heartfelt (v22)
Self-Sacrificial (v22)

Imperishable /Enduring (v23)



Christ-like love is 
only possible 
through rebirth 
from perishable 
to imperishable 
by the word of 
God. (v23-24)



We grow in Christ-like love 
by putting off the old ways 
of the perishable seed (2v1-3)



We grow Christ-like 
love by embracing the 

milk we need (2v1-3)



While we were born perishable, 
we have been 

reborn imperishable by the 
word of God; therefore, we are 
freed to reflect Christ-like love.
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