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Philippians 3:12 
“Not that I have already obtained all this, 
or have already been made perfect, but 
I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me.”



Matthew 5:44-48
“But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even 
pagans do that? 
48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.”



Colossians 1:27-28
“To them God has chosen to make known 
among the Gentiles the glorious riches of 
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. We proclaim him, 
admonishing and teaching everyone with 
all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone perfect in Christ.”



1 Thessalonians 5:23 
“Now may the God of peace himself sanctify 
you completely, and may your whole spirit 
and soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



Telios (perfect)

Hebrew Conception:
1. Mature 
2. Complete
3. According to nature
4. Wholesome
5. Could be common

Greek Conception:
1. Ideal 
2. Abstract
3. Nothing greater can be 

imagined/conceived
4. Utterly uncommon
5. The unreachable aim



Biblical Salvation
Justification 
(forensic and standing)

  Union with Christ/Indwelling Spirit 
    (spiritual union and power)

   Perfection/Sanctification/Godliness/becoming 
   like Christ/Holiness  

    (Spiritual change and growth)

     Glorification 
     (Spiritual Triumph and Completion)



Biblical Salvation
Justification 
(Christ Jesus took hold of me, God has called me, righteousness 
from God by faith)

  Union with Christ/Indwelling Spirit 
    (I want to know Christ and His power)

   Perfection/Sanctification/Godliness/becoming 
   like Christ/Holiness  

   (I take hold, forgetting and straining, press on to)

     Glorification 
     (To win the Prize, Heaven, to attain                      

     perfection/completion)



Godliness is pursued through 
Justification by and Union with Christ. 

It is not the performance of success 
without error. 

(Thus, it is always referred to as real, 
but incomplete)



Pursuing godliness through gracious striving 
is our main purpose, 
daily work 
and greatest privilege in Christ.



1. Godliness is misunderstood 
and commonly despised

We are not sick of godliness, but of its counterfeits. 



Holiness has a bad rap

“Holier than thou”

Holy men turn out to be cheats, fakes and 
philanderers.

Holy means nice, and nice is weak.

“Well behaved” women don’t change the world.



Upon further reflection…

We lack an abundance of holy people. 

We are sick of counterfeits. 

“Counterfeit Fatigue”



A bad rap with Christians

1. Holiness is impossible to experience

2. Thinking you’re holy leads to self-righteousness

3. Pursuing holiness leads you away from grace

Except:
Holiness is necessary (Heb 12:14, Eph 1:4, 1 Peter 1:15-16)

It grows humility

It can only be taken hold of through grace



2. Godliness is a kind of beauty, 
not a slavery.

Godliness is a part of the gift, not a payment for it. 



Godliness as beauty
Ephesians 5:27 – “radiant without stain or wrinkle”
Colossians 1:28 – “present everyone perfect in Christ”
1 Peter 3:33-34 – “your beauty should be that of the inner self”
Exodus 33:19 – “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you”
OT – “The righteous”
NT – Elder, Deacon Qualifications

Godliness isn’t only beauty; it is the strength to do what is beautiful:
2 Peter 1:5 – godliness precedes love (in virtue) 

Basis of spiritual attraction: Isaiah 55:5, 60:9
“endowed you with splendor”



3. Grace and striving are lovingly 
united in Christ.

Including striving in our transformation is a gift. 



No confusion in Scripture
Philippians 2:12-12, 3:12 – Maturity

2 Peter 1:3-6 – Effective and productive

Hebrews 12:1-4, 14-15 – Since we are surrounded

1 John 3:8-11 – no one born of God just goes on sinning

Colossians 2-3 – as you received Christ, live in him

James 2:17 – faith without works is dead

Ephesians 2 – We are God’s workmanship for good

Matthew 7 – Put it into practice and you’re wise

Scripture knows of no split between grace and striving.



4. Gracious Striving has to be 
gracious

Worldly striving leads to counterfeit holiness 
and spiritual deadness.



2 kinds of guilt/shame
Godly Sorrow:
1. Brings Repentance
2. Leads to Salvation
3. Leaves no regret
4. Earnestness 
5. Indignation
6. Alarm
7. Longing
8. Concern 
9. Readiness to act

Worldly Sorrow
1. Harm
2. Dejection
3. Self-pity/victim
4. Self-hatred
5. Separation
6. Excuses
7. Self-justification
8. Avoidance
9. Spiritual death

2 Corinthians 7:10-11



2 kinds of striving
Gracious Striving
1. Thankful, Joyful
2. Applies Justification
3. Embraces union with Christ

4. Sees suffering as privilege, 
opportunity and adventure

5. Wants to experience God’s will 
and power

6. Forgetting what is behind
7. Believing God will complete his 

work
8. Believing God’s promise 
9. Living by the Spirit (Rom 8)

10. Focused on others

Worldly Striving

1. Paying God back

2. Proving you’re worth loving

3. Feeling better than others

4. Minimizing failure

5. Resisting admissions in 
repentance

6. Punishing yourself/berating 
yourself emotionally

7. Not making mistakes instead of 
risking the good

8. Expecting God to let you down

9. Avoiding suffering

10. Focused on myself



The Gift of Striving

1. Purpose 
2. Communion and worship
3. Identity and story




