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How do we find
frust in an
elusive God?
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God is
specifically
elusive
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What should you do?

1. Have plausible explanation/s for
why God seems this elusive.

2. Attune your attitude carefully.




Problem: “Divine Hiddenness"

Secular version:

“If God wants a relationship with people, God
should do more to reach non-resistant non-belief.”

Christian version:

Since God wants a relationship with mature and

righteous image bearers, he must do (at least)
what is needed to reach both his spiritual and

relational goals with morally broken humans.




Possible reasons

A possible set of reasons are not necessarily all

correct or all parts of God’s real reasons for being
as elusive as he is.

These reasons give possible explanations to those
that fear or think there IS NO POSSIBLE VALID
EXPLANATION for God’s elusiveness.

They create space for wonder and trust.




Purpose in God’s Elusiveness

1. God doesn’t make literally impossible
things possible.

No married bachelors or triangular squares.
Key: Just because you can
Imagine it doesn’t make it
possible.



Can we get a Schedule?

16x4x9x16x15x12
16 schools, 4 teams, 9 gyms, 18 school
and church events, 15 refs, tournament.

Grok 4: “This is unsolvable. ~85% optimizatin is
the best that could be done with Al computation
after 10-100 hours.”

Are you sure your intuitive imagination is accurate
in deciding what is “possible”?
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Matthew 26:39-42

“Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the
ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will, but as
you will? 42 Then he returned to his disciples and
found them sleeping. ‘Could you men not keep
watch with me for one hour?’ he asked Peter.
‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is
weak. 42 He went away a second time and prayed,
‘My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be
taken away unless | drink it, may your will be done.’”
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God does the best possible

Does this sound like God using one option among
anything you can imagine? Is your imagination
better then God’s? Are you attuning or demanding?




Purpose in God's Elusiveness

2. God is already revealed everywhere and in
everything

We see God through
closed eyelids.

The darkness and

blur is our own.
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Psalm 19:1-4

“The heavens declare the glory of God,;
the skies proclaim the work of his
hands. Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they display
knowledge. There is no speech or
language where their voice is not heard.
Their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world.”
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Romans 1:20-23

“For since the creation of the world God's
invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine
nature-- have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that
men are without excuse. For although they knew
God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile
and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although
they claimed to be wise, they became fools and
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like mortal man and birds
and animals and reptiles.”
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Purpose in God's Elusiveness

2. God is already revealed everywhere and in
everything

Are you Attuning or
demanding?

From which would you
Most benefit?




Purpose in God's Elusiveness

3. Divine Dignhity- God SHOULD not reveal himself
to sinners beyond what is necessary because it is
self-abuse, unrighteous and unloving.

How much revelation do we
need to believe if we are
RESISTANTLY Willing?
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Matthew 7:6-7

“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your
pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them
under their feet, and then turn and tear you to
pieces. Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”

See also: Hebrews 6:4-8
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Purpose in God’s Elusiveness

4. Increased guilt — the more light, the more guilt.
Less revelation is a grace to the condemned, while
having developmental benefit to the redeemed.

If more knowledge produces more accountability,
then if more knowledge does not change the
person, it only serves to condemn them more.




Ignorance is some defense

If | burn down a house
as an arsonist, I’'m guilty.
If you tell me there is a
5-year-old inside to stop
me and | do it anyway-
I’m even more guilty
than if | didn’t know.
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Luke 12:46-48

“The master of that servant will come on a day when
he does not expect him and at an hour he is not
aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assignh him a
place with the unbelievers. That servant who knows
his master's will and does not get ready or does not
do what his master wants will be beaten with many
blows. But the one who does not know and does
things deserving punishment will be beaten with few
blows. From everyone who has been given much,
much will be demanded; and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”
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James 4:17
“Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought
to do and doesn't do it, sins.”

This includes what you have the light to
know and believe. Especially if that
knowledge obligates you to something that is
your duty and another’s due.
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John 9:41

“Jesus said, ‘If you were blind, you would not be
guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see,
your guilt remains.” <

Even our pretentions to moral knowledge establish
accountability. Thus, revelation that leads to more
willfulness, bigotry/resistance, false justification
and resistant pretentions increases guilt.
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Thus, non-effective revelation brings more
condemnation.
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Purpose in God’s Elusiveness

5. God’s priority of goodness over power to make
men righteous by faith.

The more powerful God’s revelation the more his
power is accented over his goodness. Humans
focus on power and ighore goodness.

God’s elusiveness forces us to make a choice and
come to understand God’s goodness without the
full support of his power. This defines our soul and y
identity forever. (maturity and righteousness)
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Exodus 33:17-20

“And the LORD said to Moses, ‘I will do the very
thing you have asked, because | am pleased with
you and | know you by name. Then Moses said,
‘Now show me your glory.' And the LORD said, ‘|
will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you,
and | will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your
presence. | will have mercy on whom | will have
mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will
have compassion. But,” he said, ‘you cannot see
my face, for no-one may see me and live.”
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Mark 9:2-8

“After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and
led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There
he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling
white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And <
there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking

with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be

here. Let us put up three shelters-- one for you, one for Moses

and one for Elijah.’ (He did not know what to say, they were so I
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frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a
voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, whom I love. Listen
to him!’ Suddenly, when they looked round, they no longer saw
anyone with them except Jesus.”
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See: 2 Peter 14-21 where Peter reflects on this. <
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“..And this the Valar did, desiring to amend the errors
of old, especially that they had attempted to guard and
seclude the Eldar by their own might and glory fully
revealed (the elves had seen the Valar); whereas now
their emissaries (wizards/Istari) were forbidden to
reveal themselves in forms of majesty, or to seek to
rule the wills of Men or Elves by open display of power,
but coming in shapes weak and humble were bidden
to advise and persuade Men and Elves to good, and to
seek to unite in love and understanding all those
whom Sauron, should he come again, endeavor to

dominate and corrupt.”
- Unfinished Tales, 1954, Tolkien

"messengers sent to contest the power of Sauron...
[but] forbidden to match his power with power, or to
seek to dominate Elves or Men by force and fear."

- LOTR, Appendix B, Tolkien




Purpose in God’s Elusiveness

6. Transference- we think God won’t show himself
to us, when, really, we wont’ show ourselves to
him.

Some of God’s elusiveness
is a result of our evasiveness.

“You are so emotional!”

Yy



1 N -

T N4d A

Context: Jesus talking to Nicodemus, the perfect,
respectable, non-resistant non-believer. Jesus has answered
his misunderstanding questions, given the Gospel, and now
speaks to human motivation:

John 3:19-21

“This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but
men loved darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light,
and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds
will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes
into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what
he has done has been done through God."
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Purpose in God's Elusiveness

7. Divine incomprehensibility vs. human disposition

God cannot show us a deeper “more” when we are
still in “full disconnect” from his reality and
character.
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Job 38:4-5

"Where were you when | laid the earth's foundation? <
Tell me, if you understand. 5 Who marked off its
dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a
measuring line across it?”

Genesis 3
“Do not eat from the knowledge of Good and Evil.”
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“Often when he was teaching me to write in
Greek the Fox would say, “Child, to say the
very thing you really mean, the whole of it,
nothing more or less or other than what you
really mean; that is the whole art and joy of
words. A glib saying.

When the time comes to you at which you
will be forced to utter the speech which has
lain at the center of your soul for years,
which you have, all the time, idiot like, been
saying over and over, you’ll not talk about
the joy of words...”
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“..I saw well why the gods do not speak to us
openly or let us answer. Till that [ignorant and
rebellious] Word can be dug out of us, why should
they hear the babble we think we mean? How can
God speak to us face to face, till we have faces?”

— Orual, Till We Have Faces

(Mature and righteous)




Purpose in God’s Elusiveness

8. Counter-productive revelation

If God revealed himself like we want him to, we
would learn the wrong things from it.

We would know the real Him less. And worse.

In proving his existence, we would conclude false
things about his character.

(If you’re thinking “why not just reveal himself better”, see point #1 again.
And consider Jesus.)
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“Why does not God reveal his presence in a direct
and unmistakable manner to human beings? Could
not God spell out the truth in lights in the sky or do
some astounding miracles over major population
centers? Surely, he could do these things, but he
could not really reveal himself by doing them...if God
did such things, God would not thereby be giving
anyone any genuine insight into God's own nature,
and thus such a communication would really be a
deception.”

- C. Steven Evans, Philosopher
(From S. Kierkegaard)
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Purpose in God's Elusiveness

9. Our need is attunement not demonstration.

Our greatest need is for our will to be attuned to
God’s good and loving nature, apart from wielding
power, and willing to trust his will in order to learn
who he is, by following him in intentional trust.

\




Accepting the good
complexity of providence

16 x4 xIx16x15x12

Can you see why extending trust to God in
his Elusiveness is reasonable and necessary?







Jesus is his elusive disclosure

He is the right object of our trust.
Ir: Faith, hope and love.
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