from consumption to

COMMUNION
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* RECOMMENDED READING:
. @ S Lew1s The Welght of Glory

Chapters: “Membershlp” and “The
~ Inner ng”" ‘¢ . |



1 Peter 1:22- 25 ‘ ,
“Now that you have pur1f1ed yourselves
by obeymg the truth unto sincere

brotherly affection, love one another ‘
| fervently, from a pure heart g



There 1s no spirituality or love that is
of Chrlst without membership and
' orgamc mstltutlon

Love is expressed in covenants,
institutions, hierarchy-because there
is no real belonging without
membership and institutions that are

made not for consumption.



~ To facilitate fervent love in pure hearts:

Chrlst makes us memhers of hlS body, |
and hlS body an mstltutlon |

~ (Only by making it organic can he make it concrete)



~ To facilitate fervent love in pure hearts:

Membershlp in Chrlst is orgamc
Chrlst’s body is 1nst1tuted



 To facilitate fervent love in pufe hearts: |

1. MEMBERSHIPIN
© CHRISTIS ORGANIC.



ORGANIC

‘Not this

Organ- essentially different from each other, complimentary

- in a single-body; differing in structure, function and dignity.
It can only find its place, personahty, and purpose by takmg
its place in the body : . L



Giant Barrel Sponge

“Individualist Collective”

The diversity that I like is welcome: that which is
conducive to my pleasure, power, approval and
comfort; to my consumption.



* [ In Scripture “member” means “organ” }

ESV Matthew 5:29

“If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw
it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members
‘than that your whole body be thrown into hell.” .

LY Matthew 5: 29 : |
“If your right eye causes you to stumble gouge 1t ot Ael
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your Whole ]oody to ]oe thrown into hell =



* [ In Scripture “member” means “organ” }

ESYRomans 7:5 | |

“For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful
‘passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our
‘ members to bear fru1t for death : | |

|y Romans 7:5 *
“For when we were In the realm of the ﬂesh the smful

‘passions aroused by the law were at work In us, S0 that
~we bore fru1t e death o |



* [ In Scripture “member” means “organ” }

Romans 12:4-5 ESV* ‘ |

“For as in one body we have many members, and the
“members do not all have the same function, so we,
~~ though many, are one body in Chrlst and 1nd1v1dua11y
. members one of another e |

- *Full sermon on this passage in a few weeks.



| [ In Scripture “member” means “organ” }

BT Corlnthlans 12:12 |
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one

! body, SO 1t is W1th Christ.” |

- Nvq Cormthlans o2l .
“Tust as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its -
“many parts form one body, SO it 1S Wlth Chrlst -



: SKEY CHARACTERISTICS

il Extreme dlfference
2. Harmonious union |
3. Inescapable r_elatlons -
- 4. Neuro-Sympathy



KEY APPLICATIONS

1 Tenacmus Sohdamty .
7 “Sltuated” 1dent1ty ”



- To facilitate fervent love in pure hearts:

 2.christsbody
- isinstituted.



' ORGANISMS MAKE INSTITUTIONS

Systems of organs make orgamsms .

Cooperating organisms make institutions



ORGANISMS MAKE INSTITUTIONS

Instltutlons have structures »
(hke h1erarchy, procedures and shelter)



CHURCH AS INSTITUTION

Matthew 16- “On thls rock I will build my church -

1 Tim 2, 1 Cor 8-14, Col 3- Instruction on worshlp

Acts 2- Structure to learning” and fellowship

~ Rev 2-3- Speaking to churches and their leadershlp .

| 1 T1m 3, 5, Titus 1- Quahflcatlons for elders & their work |

~ 1 Cor 12:28, Eph 4:11- “God gave/appomted apostles |
Acts 20- HuEesee (@ e elders . | |

~ Acts 15- ]erusalem coun(:ll -

- T1tus 1:5- fmlsh settmg up churches and appomt elders -



- SKELETON-TENDONS-ORGANS

‘Saints
(Organs)

f Churﬁch - . *Le'aders
IS e (e
. (Skeletopyrs = ERl L1G)




' WHAT IS FAITH"

Take your place Find your real 1dent1ty
There is not abstract body of ChI'lSt I
Lord’s Supper and Membershlp matter

o 90 N e

. Tenacious sohdarlty is a pre- requlslte for
,prevalhng churches (and families)

5 Bulldlng 1nst1tut10ns is sp1r1tua1 (not eternal)»§ |
- 6 Leadershlp quahty is critical | |
= Organ shlp scales HPC is an “organ”






