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Introduction
“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and left 
untried” - G. K. Chesterton

“Far from being the pious injunction of a utopian dreamer, this command is an absolute necessity 
for the survival of our civilization. Yes, it is love that will save our world and our civilization, love even for enemies.” - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“It’s worse than you think…” - Anonymous
5:38-42	I.	Love your enemy by not retaliating.
:38		A.	The cultural expectation was revenge.
				“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’”
		
	Lex Talionis- The Law of Retaliation   (Ex. 21:22-27, Lev. 24:19-20, Deut. 19:19-21)	 		Justice v. Revenge: http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/retaliation-and-kingdom/
“You wanna get Capone? Here's how you get him. He pulls a knife, you pull a gun. He sends one of yours to the hospital, you send one of his to the morgue! That's the Chicago way, and that's how you get Capone!”   Jim Malone, The Untouchables

		  		Limitation had become license.

:39a		 B.  Jesus’ command is to not retaliate.  
                      		“But I say to you, do not resist the one who is evil.”
:39b					1. Do not retaliate when insulted. 
					    “But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”
  :40                           	2. Do not retaliate when treated unjustly.
			      “And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.”
  :41                            3. Do not retaliate when oppressed.
                                        “And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.”
  :42                            	4. Do not retaliate when you have the power to humiliate.
“Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.”
Q: How do we do this?
1. Look in - Know yourself transparently.
2. Look out - See your enemy honestly.
3. Look up – Trust your Father completely.	
“…Evil has met an opponent that is more than its’ match.”   Dietrich Bonhoeffer
I Peter 2:21-23- “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.”
Romans 12:17-21- “Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ To the contrary, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
5:43-48    II.   Love your enemy by praying and seeking his good.
   :43                 A.	The cultural expectation was tribalism.
                        	“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’”
	Lev. 19: 33-34- “…love the alien as yourself…”
   :44                 B. 	Jesus’ command is to love.
                         	“But I say to you,…” 
   :44a                           1. Love  
                                        “…love your enemies…”
Love: Agape does not mean a feeling of the heart, which we cannot help, and  which                            comes unbidden and unsought, it means a determination of mind, whereby we achieve this unconquerable goodwill even to those who hurt and injure us.  -William Barclay    
   :44b                           2. Pray 
                              “…and pray for those who persecute you,...” 
Q: What happens when we pray?
1. It releases our heart from base instincts.
2. It turns our heart toward the Truth.
3. It refocuses our heart on their need.
4. It moves our heart towards God’s sovereignty.
5. It transforms our heart from persecuted to blessed.
   :45a                C. Love your enemy because our Father does.
                          	“…so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.”
   :45b                            1. Common grace - our Father’s loving example
                                         “For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the     
                                           	 just and on the unjust.” 
   :46-47                         2.  No grace – tribalism
“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  And it you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?”
   :48                  D. Love your enemy to be like our Father.
                           	“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Q: Why do we love our enemies?
1. Hate breeds hate.
2. Hate distorts the hater.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Love is transforming and redemptive.

“It is the love of Jesus Christ himself, who went patiently and obediently to the cross...The cross is the differential of the Christian religion.”   - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Perfect:   “Teleios”- fully grown, mature, to fully realize the purpose for which it was planned.

“It is when man reproduces in his life the unwearied, forgiving, sacrificial benevolence of God that he becomes like God, and is therefore perfect in the New Testament sense of the word.”   
-William Barclay 	
“So this morning, as I look into your eyes, and into the eyes of all my brothers in Alabama and all over America and over the world, I say to you, “I love you. I would rather die than hate you.” And I’m foolish enough to believe that through the power of this love somewhere, men of the most recalcitrant bent will be transformed. And then we will be in God’s Kingdom. We will be able to matriculate into the university of eternal life because we had the power to love our enemies, to bless those persons that cursed us, to even decide to be good to those persons who hated us, and we even prayed for those persons who despitefully used us.”   - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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