
“May we all
receive blessing
upon blessing.
And may we
realize our
power to bless,
heal, and renew
one another.”

- John O’Donahue
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However far the space between “us” may seem - a
breath, a city block, or many miles - our power to bless
and be blessed, to heal and be healed, to renew and
be renewed - is within reach. Entrusted as faithful
stewards of God’s abundant grace, our communal
lives continually create opportunities for sharing God’s
blessings and for being a blessing.

Our legacy as a faith community extends well beyond
the four walls of our sanctuary. Generations of Trinity
parishioners contributed their leadership and service
to the glory of God, the vitality of this congregation
and the welfare of the City of New Orleans. We do not
rest on this legacy. We build upon it. 

Trinity stewards lead by example, participate
regularly in worship and prayer, listen and speak
with love, kindness and humility, and practice
generosity with their time and resources.

Make a Pledge 
for 2026

trinitynola.com/stewardship
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What is stewardship?
As a community of followers of Jesus Christ, being faithful stewards of all the
resources with which we have been blessed by God is central to our faith. All
that we have and all that we are comes from God and will one day be
returned to God. As stewards, then, we are managers, not owners, of these
blessings entrusted to us for our faithful care: our bodies, our abilities, our
relationships, our financial resources, indeed all of Creation. As wise and
faithful managers of these gifts, we are called to use them rightly in service of
bringing in the Kingdom of God here and now.

Philanthropy supports the arts, educational institutions, social services and
health care, and all sorts of other very important charitable endeavors.
Philanthropy is an expression of our love for our fellow humans and is a
crucial part of the social fabric.

Stewardship, on the other hand, is about our relationship to God. It is about
gratitude for the gifts we have been given, the gifts of life, the gifts of faith,
the gifts of service to something larger than ourselves. We are stewards of
the manifold graces which God has given us. We give from grateful hearts
so that our lives might be transformed.

What does faithful stewardship require of us?

What is the difference between stewardship 
and philanthropy?

Faithful stewardship requires participation in and commitment to a
community of faith. It is through such commitment that we open ourselves to
the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. When we invest in our community,
as the Body of Christ, the entire Body will be lifted up and transformed. So as
faithful stewards of the community of Trinity Church, we strive to, as the
seasons of life call us . . .

Practice regular worship and prayer
Participate in ministry offerings - such as formation programs, worship
support, congregational care, hospitality, and outreach initiatives.
Give generously and with heartfelt gratitude from our financial resources
to support Trinity’s mission to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly
before God.
Support one another with compassion and good humor in all the
challenges and joys of life in community.
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How do I fulfill my pledge commitment?
Trinity Church operates fiscally on a calendar year. Payments made towards your
pledge can be made throughout 2026 in installments that are most convenient for
you. They can even can be made early (in 2025).

Gifts can be made by check, credit card, automatic debit, stock transfers, IRA
transfers, even through PayPal or Venmo. All gifts are tax-deductible and reflected on
an annual tax statement.

When you make a pledge commitment you are letting Trinity know how much you
plan to give over the course of a year. Trinity leadership is then able to create an
annual budget based on the pledge commitments of our parishioners.

Why should I pledge if I already give 
through the offering plate?

If for any reason you are not able to fulfill your pledge commitment, please notify the
Stewardship Office that you need to adjust your pledge. We understand that
circumstances change.

What if I make a pledge but later find I can't pay it in full?

Why is it important to pledge?
A commitment to give, to turn over a portion of that with which God has blessed
us, is an act of faith and trust. Your pledge commitment allows the staff and
leadership of Trinity to develop a plan for how we will effectively serve God and our
neighbors in 2026 and to be good stewards of the resources entrusted to their
care. Your participation matters! Stewardship giving supports program
excellence, community outreach, beautiful worship, and a highly talented
and inspirational staff.

Is the amount of my pledge private?
Giving records of our parishioners are kept confidential by the finance office. The
rector and elected executive leadership team may also have access to pledge
records for specific purposes, with confidentiality agreements.

$1,600,000Pledge Commitments
457Donors / Households

Over the course of 2026, we will work diligently to build resources for
congregational care, expand our community impact, continue campus
maintenance and beautification, all while preparing our congregation for
the process of calling a new permanent rector.

As a community, we urgently need to demonstrate a
deepening commitment to Trinity Church’s mission and
growth as we begin the process of calling a permanent
rector. This is OUR time to build upon our historical legacy
and continue as a leader in the present. Your investment
and generosity is essential to growing our financial
resources for greater reach and impact.
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