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The Liturgy of the Word 
Welcome to the Episcopal Church of the Holy Apostles! 

This bulletin is your guide to worship and it has all that you need. Our worship is taken from the 
Book of Common Prayer. If you have any questions during the Liturgy, don’t hesitate to ask an 
usher or a neighbor. If you are new or visiting, please make sure to introduce yourself to one of 
the priests after the service. Instructions on when to kneel or stand (as able) and sit are in italics 
and the prayers and songs that we all sing or say together will be in bold. We hope that you find 
it easy to follow along and we encourage you to sing out for our congregational hymns. Citations 
that begin with an “H” are found in the blue book, The Hymnal 1982. Those that begin with an 

“L” are found in the red book, Lift Every Voice and Sing. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
Please stand as able 
Processional Hymn: H-686                   Nettleton 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace! 
Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.  
Praise the mount! Oh, fix me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love.  

 
Here I find my greatest treasure; hither, by thy help, I’ve come; 

and I hope by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought my when a stranger wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.  
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee: 

prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart, oh, take a seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

 
Please kneel as able 
The Penitential Order 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
God’s mercy endures forever. 
 
Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 



You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:  The Lord your God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these.” 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor: 
 
We pause in silence to consider our sins. Please wait for the Presider to begin: 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.               
 
Please sing together 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
Continue kneeling 
The Collect of the Day 
Presider Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  God’s mercy endures forever. Amen.                   
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
The First Lesson           read by Colleen Lang 
A reading from the book of Numbers (21:4-9) 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So 
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
Reader  The word of the Lord.         
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Read in unison 
Psalm  107:1-3, 17-22             Confitemini Domino 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 
Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim * 

that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 
He gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 



Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 
they were afflicted because of their sins. 

They abhorred all manner of food * 
and drew near to death's door. 

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, * 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

He sent forth his word and healed them * 
and saved them from the grave. 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy * 
and the wonders he does for his children. 

Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 

 
The Second Lesson                       read by Alastair Boag 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (2:1-10) 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of 
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those 
who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the 
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the 
ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
Reader  The word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand and sing 
Sequence Hymn: H-140           Donne 

Wilt thou forgive that sin where I begun,  
which is my sin though it were done before? 

Wilt thou forgive those sins through which I run,  
and do run still, though still I do deplore? 

When thou hast done, thou hast not done, for I have more. 
 

Wilt thou forgive that sin, by which I won 
others to sin, and made my sin their door?  
Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun 

a year or two, but wallowed in a score? 



When thou hast done, thou hast not done, for I have more.  
 

I have a sin of fear that when I’ve spun  
my last thread, I shall perish on the shore;  
swear by thyself, that at my death thy Son 

shall shine as he shines now, and heretofore. 
And having done that, thou hast done, I fear no more. 

 
The Holy Gospel             John 3:14-21 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 
 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do 
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come 
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.                                    
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
The Sermon              The Rev. Kimberlee Auletta 
              
Please stand 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten  
      of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things  
      were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by  
      the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
      and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he  
      suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in  
      accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at  
      the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the  



      living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
      the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and  
      glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
      catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the  
      forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
      of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of the People                led by Jennifer Helminski 
God formed us out of the dust of the earth. Let us pray for all people, as we are all made in the 
image of God. 
 
For the holy Church of God throughout the world, sharing the death and resurrection of Christ; 
Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Lawrence, Bill, Geralyn and Daniel our bishops; Sarah and 
Kimberlee our priests; and for all who minister in Christ; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For those the Church has injured or offended; and for those we find it hardest to love; Lord, in your 
mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For Joe our president, Kathy our governor, and Eric our mayor and for all our legislators; for an 
awareness of the poor and powerless in our midst; for wisdom in governing and decision making; 
and for a commitment to the common good; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For those who live in the midst of daily violence, especially those in Gaza, the West Bank, Israel, 
all of the Middle East, the Ukraine and Russia and for all who work for reconciliation and peace; 
Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For all who are oppressed, disregarded, or demeaned; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For those who must fast every day, for the hungry, the homeless, the refugee, the migrant and 
victims of war and natural disaster; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 



For all who doubt God’s love or feel that their lives do not matter, and for those who have lost their 
way; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For strength and courage to love one another as you have loved us; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For the sick and suffering, and for those in our parish who are in need of special prayers, may they 
feel your loving presence in their lives; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For all who have died, let your perpetual light shine upon them; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
For our families and friends; for our visitors and guests today; for our neighbors at PS 15 and for 
all those we love; Lord, in your mercy 
Save your people. 
 
I invite you to offer your own prayers for those in any need or trouble. 
The Presider adds a concluding collect. 
 
The Peace 
Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you. 
  

The Holy Communion 
This is God’s Table: all are welcome 

 
The Offertory 
A collection for the church is taken up during the offertory anthem. You can give online at holyapostlesbrooklyn.com or 

use the plate that is passed. 
 

Our Lenten offering this year is to our discretionary fund to support PS 15. Please make your 
donation to that fund or bring in a food gift card. 

 
Offertory Anthem 
 
Please stand and sing 
Doxology          Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  
 



The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Presider        Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 
The Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory, Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Presider continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the 
cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Presider continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 



receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your 
Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Please remain kneeling or standing 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Fraction Anthem: H-S161                     D. Hurd  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.  
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
These are the gifts for God for all of us, the people of God. Let us take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for us and feed on him in our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Please come forward for communion following the invitation of the ushers. Extend your hands to receive the 
consecrated bread. To receive the consecrated wine, please sip directly from the chalice, or if you prefer intinction, 

please leave the wafer in your hand to allow the minister to dip it. 
 

If you wish to receive a prayer or blessing, one of the clergy will be available by the Mary statue. 
 
Please be seated 
Communion Hymn: H-324         Picardy 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.  



King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood.  
He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.  

 
Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day,  
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 

 
Communion Anthem 
 
Please kneel as able 
Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Please stand as able 
Recessional Hymn: H-690          Cwm Rhondda 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand;  

bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore, 
feed me now and evermore. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;  

let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through;  
strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield,  

be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side; 

songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to thee,  
I will ever give to thee. 

 
The Dismissal                                              
Priest        Let us bless the Lord. 
People             Thanks be to God. 
 

Join us for coffee half-hour on the lawn following the service. All are welcome! 
Thanks to Asa Swain for hosting coffee hour last week.  
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