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Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.			Isaiah 43:19

Wilderness and deserts are familiar places to the wanderer and sojourner of this life. In search of the oasis, we find ourselves longing for the safety and security of the known, the predictable, the certain. We find ourselves asking … can I trust God to make a way where there seems to be no way?

What if God were challenging you, cheering you on … no, commanding you, to choose His way in 2024. To trust Him to lead you to greener pastures, living waters, cool shade, peace, hope, faith, love. Could you, would you embrace a new way … or just say no way?

New Way or No Way?

Old habits die hard.  Benjamin Franklin

Habit Formation 101

· Passive Habits
· Active Habits

One often-cited study (Lally, van Jaarsveld, Potts, & Wardle, 2010) indicated an average of 66 days to establish a new pro-health habit, such as exercising for at least 30 minutes per day.

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”	Revelation 21:5

We are new creations.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.							2 Corinthians 5:17

And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh,		Ezekiel 11:19

We have a new life.

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.					Romans 6:4

We have a new experience of God’s presence and provision daily!

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.			Lamentations 3:22–23

We have a new way to serve.

But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.							Romans 7:6

We have a new commandment to live by.

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.				John 13:34

But how can we embrace this new life in a way that allows us to experience God’s love and leading in our lives?

Put your past sin in the past.

Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?	Ezekiel 18:31

I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.	Philippians 3:13–14

The problem is …

You cannot take off what you cannot see.

Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!	Psalm 139:23–24

and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.								Ephesians 4:24

In Colossians 3, we read what we need to take off and what we need to put on in 2024.

The power to change is found in our desire for Jesus.

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 					Colossians 3:1

The New Life we live … is in the discipline of death.

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.									Colossians 3:2-4

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.					Galatians 2:20

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices … 				Colossians 3:5-9

It begs the question … 

Can we see our earthly self and are we willing for it to die?

The New Life we live is determined by the love we give.

and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 							Colossians 3:10-11

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 								Colossians 3:12-13

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 		Colossians 3:14

The New Life we live is a life of passing the peace. 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 						Colossians 3:15

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 					Colossians 3:16

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.				Colossians 3:17

What do we need to do to embrace a new way in the new year?

· Seek the Lord.
· Confess our sin.
· Acknowledge our need.
· Express our desires.
· Invite accountability.
· Don’t quit.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.			Romans 8:1

21 Days of Prayer and Fasting beginning January 22nd and going through February 11th. 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”	Revelation 21:5
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