[bookmark: _Hlk45171516]   THE BEST IS YET TO COME
CELEBRATING THE PAST 30 YEARS AND PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

Living Life by God’s Hand
Brian Hummel, Executive Pastor
The End is not the End, Matthew 14:1-12
January 14, 2024












Hope is a confident expectation in the goodness of God.

Faith, which includes hope, is a trust in what we cannot see.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
						Hebrews 11:1

Faith finds Jesus Christ trustworthy in all the moments of our lives.

Do you trust Jesus?

How can we trust Jesus Christ enough to live by the hand of God?



At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, and he said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.
						Matthew 14:1-2


For Herod had seized John and bound him and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” And though he wanted to put him to death, he feared the people, because they held him to be a prophet.
						Matthew 14:3-5


But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company and pleased Herod, so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” 
						Matthew 14:5-8

And the king was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given. He sent and had John beheaded in the prison, and his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and they went and told Jesus.
						Matthew 14:3-12



Herod – a man who trusted in no one.

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 							Hebrews 10:31


John the Baptist – a man who trusted in Jesus in all the moments of life.

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. 
						Matthew 11:11


Herod lost everything he feared losing. John gained everything he dreamed of getting.


The end is not the end … how we live our moments echoes into the future.

Will you be known for your faith or lack of faith?


How do we increase our faith?

Acknowledge the Lamb of God. 
	
The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
						John 1:35-37

If He is the Lamb of God, then He is everything scripture 
claims.	

Recognize the power of Jesus at work.

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 
						Matthew 11:2-5

Your present circumstances do not redefine Jesus.

And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.
						Matthew 11:6

Practice prioritizing Jesus above everyone, everything, and especially … above yourself.

He must increase, but I must decrease.
					John 3:30

21 Days of Prayer and Fasting – FaithWalking – LIFE Groups


The end is not the end … how we live our moments echoes into the future.
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