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Are you a risk taker, a risk manager, or a risk avoider?

A choice lies before you: Either waste your life or live with risk. Either sit on the sidelines or get in the game. After all, life was no cakewalk for Jesus, and he didn't promise it would be any easier for his followers. We shouldn't be surprised by resistance and persecution. Yet most of us play it safe. We pursue comfort. We spend ourselves to get more stuff. And we prefer to be entertained. We are all tempted by the idea of security, the possibility of a cozy Christianity with no hell at the end. But what kind of life is that really? It's a far cry from adventurous and abundant, from truly rich and really full, and it's certainly not the heights and the depths Jesus calls us to. Risking takes faith! But when Jesus says come, Go for it! Just don't take your eyes off of Him! 			John Piper, Risk is Right

Most men die at 27, we just bury them at 72. 								Mark Twain

In all of life’s most challenging moments, you have a choice: go for it, or play it safe.

We will discover things about God and ourselves and our world that we will not know if we decide to live for the sake of safety. 					Mark Labberton

Living Life by God’s Hand … requires that we go for it!

A Life with God prepares us for life and all its risks.

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 				Matthew 14:22–23

The unexpected and the unimaginable create opportunities to take risks.

… but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 						Matthew 14:24

An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered. An inconvenience is an adventure wrongly considered. 						G.K. Chesterton

And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 				Matthew 14:25

But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 			Matthew 14:26-27

Faith always involves risk.

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 						Matthew 14:28-29
Risking takes faith. 

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.	Hebrews 11:6

If you wait for everything to be perfect … you will never go for it!

He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap. 		Ecclesiastes 11:4

I would rather attempt to do something great with my life and fail than attempt to do nothing with my life and succeed.

Or as one translation puts it, “Farmers who wait for perfect weather never plant. If they watch every cloud, they never harvest.”

When you go for it, you will expose your faith.

But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 	Matthew 14:30

Failure is not the same as being unable to do something. Failure is being unwilling to try.

Jesus is with you … no matter what happens.

Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 						Matthew 14:31

Little faith is the inability or refusal to see, grasp and use spiritual truth.

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?	Matthew 6:30

His doubting was without ground or reason. If he believes at all, why does he doubt? The unbelief which makes faith little is to be confessed as a sin and mourned over as such; it would be wrong to regard it as a mere infirmity and invent excuses for it. 					Charles Spurgeon

Little faith does not mean no faith.

Sometimes, we are discouraged, disappointed, even distracted … sometimes we forget. 

We forget what God has provided for us in the past, we forget the promises He has given to us in the present, and we forget who holds the future in His hands, allowing the thought of future potential problems to preoccupy our minds.

When you go for it, you will discover what you truly believe.

You never know how much you really believe anything until its truth or falsehood becomes a matter of life or death to you. 					C.S. Lewis

· Little faith is saying God's clear promises can't, won't or don't come true.
· Little faith gives up easily on the things of God.
· Little faith only sees the circumstances and cannot grasp and apply God's truths at the necessary moment.

And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”					Matthew 14:32–33

Faith-filled risk taking is putting your faith in Jesus in that moment.

What keeps you where you are?

Facing our fears requires faith. 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?			Matthew 16:25–26

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  								Ephesians 3:20–21

Where there is no risk, there is no faith ... and there is no growth.

Let us all go for it … and watch our faith grow!
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