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Jesus confronted by the Pharisees and Scribes

Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat.” 	
Matthew 15:1-2

Tradition of the Elders - The body of detailed, human laws regarded by the scribes and Pharisees to have the same binding force as that of the Mosaic law.

Mishnah 
Talmud
Not hygiene: ritual

Religious superstition: Shibtah (a demon attached to hand as one slept; touch food and ingest a demon.)

Jesus’ response to the Pharisees 

 He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is given to God,” he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God.			Matthew 15:3-6


Corban – Mark 7:11 “given to God”

You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said:
“‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’”		Matthew 15:6-9


You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! 				Mark 7:8-9

Hypocrite – Greek term for actor behind a mask

Legalism turns people into actors.

Traditions that nullify God’s Word are not worth keeping. 

The traditions of men today can side step the Word of God. 

Jesus talks to the people

And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand:  it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.”  				Matthew 15:10-11

Defiled – unclean, polluted, unfit. 

The Pharisees are offended

Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”        					Matthew 15:12-14

When entrenched in tradition, it can be hard to see things differently. 

But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.” And he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 
					Matthew 15:15-16

Jesus explains further

Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.”			Matthew 15:17-20

The problem is not external, it is internal. 

Spiritually speaking…pollution is not outside of you, it comes out of you. 

The condition of the heart is what really defiles a person.

	The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;
    	who can understand it?		Jeremiah 17:9
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knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.		1 Peter 1:18-19

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.		Ezekiel 36:26

he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior…
					Titus 3:5-6

Only Jesus can wash you from the inside out.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 					Psalm 51:1-2

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.				Psalm 51:10

Faith is placing your heart in God’s hand - over and over again. 

The life of faith is about authenticity. 

“We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believed, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.” Tim Keller

The life of faith is about integrity. 

Let us draw near with a true heart, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscious. 		Hebrews 10:22

We believe in the heart. (Romans 10:9-10)
We love from the heart. (Matthew 22:37)
We praise from the heart. (Colossians 3:16)
We obey from the heart. (Ephesians 6:6)
We give from the heart. (2 Cor 9:7)

Examine your heart today. In faith, place your heart in the hand that can cleanse you from the inside out.  
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