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How bad do you want it?

It is more about desire and drive. It is not first and foremost a question about skill, preparation, or strategy. Rather, it is about passion, need, desire … belief! Do you believe?

Is the Good News really good news for everyone?

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”				Genesis 12:3

… because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”						Genesis 22:16–18

Jesus is led by His mission … not by the crowd.

And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 			Matthew 15:21

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.						Luke 19:10

Like Jesus, we are called to live on mission. 

In pursuit of the mission, we experience all sorts of challenges to our faith that can distract us from the mission of becoming whole people, who take the whole gospel, to the whole world. 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.							Matthew 6:33–34

Jesus is the answer to the problems we face.

And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 							Matthew 15:22

Who is this woman? A Canaanite - implies that she is unclean and pagan and evokes an adversarial relationship, dating from the divinely sanctioned conquest of the Canaanites' land by the Israelites.

… When you pass over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high places. And you shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it.	Numbers 33:51–53

Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. 						Mark 7:24–30

Seventeen verses in the New Testament describe Jesus as the “son of David.” 
When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. … And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.				2 Samuel 7:12–13, 16

Living a life by the hand of God requires we cry out to Jesus as the source of salvation and hope.

But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 					Matthew 15:23

Sometimes, God’s silence is confusing.  

For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.				Psalm 62:1

To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit.					Psalm 28:1

Be not silent, O God of my praise!	Psalm 109:1

Send her away – answer her, give her what she wants, and get rid of her. She is really a pain.

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 				Matthew 15:24

Jesus is saying that His mission has a priority: Jews first and then Gentiles.

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,								John 1:11–12

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.			Romans 1:16

You might think … that is not fair. Jesus, ignoring this woman and then basically saying she is not His problem … that He has more important things to do than to listen to this pagan, unclean gentile Canaanite. This is a side of Jesus we have never seen … oh, and it gets worse!

But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 		Matthew 15:25-26

Did Jesus just call this woman a dog? Yes! That would not fly today in our culture where the old nursery rhyme, “Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” It has been replaced with cry rooms at colleges and “words are violence” symposiums that, for the most part, seek to shut down any critic of behavior or belief.

· The children are Israel. 
· The dogs are the Gentiles. 

For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet …								Psalm 22:16

· Kuon – wild dogs. Jesus does not use this work for a wild dog. Jews did not have pet dogs, but Gentiles did have pet dogs.
· Kynarian – domesticated, puppy

Are you insulted that Jesus would call you a dog?

Not if it is true. 

remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.							Ephesians 2:12–13

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 							Isaiah 64:6a
This is who we are without Jesus.

She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 	Matthew 15:27

She comes to God with needs, not rights.

The woman’s humility – she shows up and she falls at His feet. 

 “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”							James 4:6

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.		1 Corinthians 1:22–25

‌Come to God because you recognize your need … not because you have a sense of entitlement.

The key word is not dog … it is the word bread.

Dogged Faith leads to a conversion moment.

Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 				Matthew 15:28

When you and I are living with a dogged faith, a faith that won’t stop pressing in, pushing through, persevering with, and pursuing the one who is our bread of life, our only hope … then one thing will happen … 

God will be glorified as lives are changed.

Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel.		Matthew 15:29-31

So, what do you need to do this morning?

Three are groups of people listening to this message this morning. Each of us is being invited to Live into a dogged faith, living life by God’s hand.

First group – I cannot follow a Jesus who would say that I am, or anyone is … a dog!

· Humble yourself before the God of the universe. Recognize your pride that is getting in the way of you receiving forgiveness, healing, and salvation.

Second group – I know I am a sinner, and I am desperate for God’s forgiveness, mercy, and grace. I want to know God and yes, I understand I far from Him and He is my only hope. Save this dog!

· Like the Canaanite woman, cry out to Jesus, son of David. Lord, you know my need. Forgive my sin. I place my faith in you. Do not be silent; hear me; speak to me, oh Lord.

Third group – I once was lost, but now, I am found; was blind, but now I see. I know where I was and that once, I was an object of God’s wrath. But now, I am a child of God, forgiven, and called to join Him on mission in the Kingdom of God. I am not eating crumbs from the table; I am sitting at the table feasting on the bread of life.

· Lord, forgive me where my faith has been less than a dogged faith of passionately pursuing you and your purposes for my life. I want to live my life trusting you and leaning into a dogged faith! All for your glory!

Can you imagine the difference in your life, our church, our city, if we all, like this Canaanite woman wanted, needed God more than anything in life. How bad do you want it?
‌
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