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It is time to define the relationship!

In our series, we have looked at what it takes to live our lives by God’s hand, namely faith.

This series all culminates with a define the relationship opportunity in Matthew Chapter 16.

The Pharisees and Sadducees allowed their preconceptions and preferences to blind them to Jesus.


And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. … An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign…
					Matthew 16:1 and 4

Define the relationship moment – the Pharisees and Sadducees deny Jesus and Jesus is denying them.

whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.
					Matthew 10:33


Left unguarded, false teaching can infect our relationship with Jesus.



When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
						Matthew 16:5-6

And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.” But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered?
						Matthew 16:7-9


Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees
					Matthew 16:11b-12

Are my preconceptions and preferences blinding me to who God is?

How often do we allow doubt, insecurity, and fear to corrupt our faith?

Jesus is ready to define the relationship with His followers.

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
						Matthew 16:15
This is THE question we all must answer: Who do we say Jesus is?

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simno Bar-Jonah for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.
					Matthew 16:16-17a

A preponderance of evidence points to the truth of God, but only the divine can reveal it to you.

As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
						Hebrews 3:15

There is a right answer and a wrong answer to this question: Jesus is the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Jesus.

We move from a direct question with a clear answer to one of the most debated passages in all of scripture.

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
						Matthew 16:18

Jesus Christ, son of God, our Savior, is the solid rock that will not be defeated.

	


With the relationship defined, now what are we going to do about it?

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
					Matthew 16:21

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.
					Matthew 16:22-23

Peter wanted Jesus to shortcut the suffering and assume the throne.

And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.
						Luke 4:13

Jesus’ suffering saves believers; without the suffering, we do not get salvation.

Our suffering leads to a greater good in our lives.

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope..
						Romans 5:3-4

A mark of mature faith is when we treat both salvation and suffering as a gift.

For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for His sake.
						Philippians 1:29

This is THE NEXT question we all must answer: What is my response?

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?”
					Matthew 16:24-25


You only have two choices: follow Jesus or follow your selfish desires.


Living Life by God’s hand requires faith and faith leads us to define our relationship with Jesus.

1. Who is Jesus?

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
					Matthew 16:16

When we acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, we are building our life on the solid rock that even the gates of hell will not prevail against.

Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
					Matthew 7:24


2. What is my response?

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
					Matthew 16:24-25

	Deny my selfish desires.

	Embrace suffering

	Anticipate a greater reward

“For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.” 
				Matthew 16:27

“and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
						Romans 8:17


When we answer these questions as Jesus leads us to, we experience a life lived in the hand of God.

A life lived with a confident expectation of the future. 

A life lived with a deep-rooted trust in the person of Jesus in all the moments of our lives.

A ‘go for it life’ that takes ‘risks’, knowing that with Jesus there are no risks at all.

A life that is repeatedly washed by the love and grace of Jesus empowering us to live authentically transparent lives growing daily into the image of God.

A life that doggedly pursues God and his goodness above everything in our lives.
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