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March madness is upon us and in two weeks, the teams will have been selected, seeded and college basketball fans will have their brackets filled out. Hoping for that illusive perfect bracket of the right teams, upsets, longshots and ultimate winners.  

He was with the disciples in the area of Caesarea Philippi, and asks Peter … “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.		Matthew 16:16–17

You are the Christ! – in Hebrew, Messiah, the anointed one. 

… “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 						John 1:41

… tell no one that he was the Christ. From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.							Matthew 16:20–21

… Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.								Matthew 16:22–23

Jesus rebukes Peter and gives him a correction … set your mind of the things of God.  Now that is a big challenge for a fisherman turned disciple. 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.				Colossians 3:2

Then Jesus says … if anyone would come after me, he must take up his cross and follow me. What do you profit if you gain the world and lose your soul? And don’t worry, I will come back and take care of righting the wrongs! Jesus says,

To follow me … is to die with me.

And in dying, you will live. As the Apostle Paul wrote … 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.					Galatians 2:20

So now we run out of the locker room, the stands are filled, the crowd is cheering, and we are not sure we can win. But in that moment, that glorious moment, we see something different. We see that this game is not about winning; it is about preparing! It is about giving everything we have for a greater calling, a purpose that is beyond a game.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,				Hebrews 12:1

There is a thin veil that separates us from the glorious places.

There is a story in the book of 2 Kings about the king of Syria who had been trying to attack Israel, but his plans seem to be leaked to Israel so that they avoided his every attempt. The king thinks there is a spy. No, it is the Prophet Elisha who has been having dreams and visions and telling the king of Israel. So the king sends an army to surround the city of Dothan and to kill the prophet Elisha.

He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.					2 Kings 6:16–17

Those places, times, and moments where God in all His glory is showing us a glimpse of His eternal nature, power, and presence. There is a song that says “open the eyes of my heart Lord, I want to see Jesus.”

That is where we find ourselves this morning … It has been a week since the disciples heard and have been processing this news … Jesus is the Christ and He is going to die. 

And now, Jesus is about to give us a Sneak Peek into His very nature and our future.

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 				Matthew 17:1

Luke tells us in his account that they were going up to pray and that the disciples fell asleep. Then as Jesus was praying something happened … he was transfigured!

We see the divine revealed. 

While Jesus is praying, the disciples wake up and can’t believe what they are seeing …

And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 							Matthew 17:2

Mark says - and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them.

Luke writes - but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory … the appearance of His face was altered, and Hclothing became dazzling white.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.						1 John 1:5

And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.							Revelation 21:23

Transfigured - a complete change of form or appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state.

The transfiguration of Jesus Christ was a powerful demonstration of His divine nature and the manifestation of His glory, which Jesus possessed prior to coming to earth in the human body. As Paul writes in Philippians …

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.						Philippians 2:6–8

What we see is Jesus’ true nature. It is the nature that He left behind to become man. This nature was normally veiled during Christ’s life on earth.

The poet and novelist, Madeleine L'Engle, has tried to capture the miraculous event of the Transfiguration with these words:

Suddenly they saw him the way he was,
the way he really was all the time,
although they had never seen it before,
the glory which blinds the everyday eye
and so becomes invisible. This is how
he was, radiant, brilliant, carrying joy
like a flaming sun in his hands.
This is the way he was -- is -- from the beginning,
and we cannot bear it. So he manned himself,
came manifest to us; and there on the mountain
they saw him, really saw him, saw his light.
We all know that if we really see him we die.
But isn't that what is required of us?
Then, perhaps, we will see each other, too.

We get a sneak peek into the past and our future.

And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 				Matthew 17:3

Mark says that - two men were talking with Him, … and spoke of His departure, which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

Moses represented the Law which foreshadowed Christ’s coming, and Elijah represented the prophets who foretold Christ coming. Having them appear there with the glorified Jesus reinforced that He was the promised Messiah. 

When you and I experience glorious places, we get a sneak peek into the convergence of the past and a glimpse into our future. 

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.							1 John 3:2

How would you respond?

Worship – Peter’s response was to stay, make a tent, a place for them to stay.

And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 		Matthew 17:4

We want to do something … and then God interrupts our doing with His being.

He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 				Matthew 17:5-6

When we encounter the holy … life is never the same.

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.				2 Peter 1:16–18

But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 				Matthew 17:7-8

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 		Matthew 17:9

Mark adds an interesting insight to what might be going on in their minds … 

So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. 	Mark 9:10

Are you ready for what is to come?

And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” 		Matthew 17:10

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”				Malachi 4:5–6

He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist.					Matthew 17:10–13

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”				John 20:29

You may not see with your eyes, but you believe in your heart and confess in your words the truth that Jesus Christ is Lord!

Show us a glimpse of Your glory!

Shine your light upon our lives!

Speak through our mouths the message of your love!
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