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In this series entitled Glorious Places, we are looking at how following Jesus will take us to some uncomfortable, hard, places where we are confronted with truths about God, ourselves, and others. 

Today’s message title is The Faith Factor. Faith is essential to the Christian life. Hebrews 11 tells us without faith, it is impossible to please God. When we are on the verge of the miraculous, faith is the factor to seeing a miracle of God in our lives. 

How many times might we be on the verge of the miraculous, but unbelief causes us to miss a miracle?

And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, he said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he has seizures and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” 							Matthew 17:14-16

And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 
						Matthew 17:17

Distrepho - Greek word translated “twisted” - means to be turned away from the right path. 

God is pleased when we have faith. 

As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly distressed.				Matthew 17:22-23


And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly.	
Matthew 17:18

When we take our problems to Jesus, we take them to the right person.

Jesus can turn any situation around instantly. 

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”					Matthew 17:19-21


When we take our problems to Jesus, we them to the right person.

Jesus can turn any situation around instantly. 

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”					Matthew 17:19-21

Early Figs – taksh

Jesus desires sincere faith evidenced by spiritual fruit. 

When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
						Matthew 21:20 22

As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.								Mark 11:20-22

Doubt is a faith killer.

Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”			Matthew 14:31

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
					James 1:6-8

What do we need to do?

Have faith in God who moves mountains. (Mark 11:22)

1. Take Him at His word.

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.			Romans 10:17 KJV

God will always do what He says He will do.

2. Trust Him in His ways. 

	For nothing will be impossible with God.
						Luke 1:37

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 		Ephesians 3:20-21

God is bigger than any mountain you face.

3. Trust in His will. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
				Romans 12:2

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.		1 John 5:14-15

God is willing to help you. 

Our faith does not obligate God; it glorifies God!

When you have faith, you trust that God is bigger and stronger than any problem you are facing. You believe that He can help you move a mountain, no matter how daunting it may seem.

What mountain might you be facing right now? 

Have faith in God! 
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