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Following Jesus will take us to some hard but glorious places where we are confronted with truths about God, ourselves, and others.

If you looked ahead and thought that we were going to teach that you do not have to pay taxes, you are wrong. Today might be a hard place for you.

When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?” He said, “Yes.” 
					Matthew 17:24


Two-Drachma tax was, established in the law of Moses, for every adult male to pay for all the expenses of the temple.

Jesus is, once again, going to make it clear who He is.

“He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?” And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free.”
						Matthew 17:25-26

Jesus responds … instead of reacting.

“However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.”” 
						Matthew 17:27

Three things we see about Jesus:

1) Jesus knows our needs before we can even express them.

And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first….
					Matthew 17:25a

2) Jesus performs miracles on behalf of our needs.

…go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up….
				Matthew 17:27

3) Jesus gave up his right, so he would not be an obstacle for others.

However, not to give offense to them… take that and give it to them for me and yourself.
				Matthew 17:27

As a follower of Christ, it is not about our rights, but rather it is about the other.

Who is the other? Not you.
	
The hard but glorious place Jesus brings us to is to live a life of love and sacrifice for the benefit and blessing of others.

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.
				Philippians 2:3

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share…
				1 Timothy 6:18

Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.
				Colossians 4:5



Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
					1 Peter 2:12

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.
					1 Corinthians 9:19

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.
					John 15:13


The way the world thinks is backwards to the way the Kingdom works.

Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.
						Proverbs 11:25

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.
						Mark 8:35

When we live our lives ‘others first,’ we are renewed, refreshed, and restored.
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