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As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, we cannot help but believe and experience the truth that God loved you and me so much that He did everything in His power to find us and bring us home. His journey was a one of suffering because of His great love for you … we are His passion. 

His heart is that all who are lost might be found and all who are found would help in the rescue effort to find those who are still lost. It was all for you!

Why? Because we are prone to wander, to get lost, to even hide. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.		Isaiah 53:6–7

He did It all for You!

Are you an unsaved sinner or a wayward saint?

Unsaved sinners have not been found … yet!

Wayward saints have been found … and then lose their way!

…  unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.						Matthew 18:2–4

… not boasting in our own righteousness, not bragging about our own capabilities, not demanding that everything be explained to our own intellectual satisfaction, or not insisting that everything be given to us on our own terms. 

A little child come to Jesus simply and joyfully - loving Him, trusting Him, offering nothing to Him, but rather gladly receiving everything from Him.

Jesus lives, dies, rises from the grave … ALL for you … But why? Why would God do that for me? Because … 

Because you are worth it!

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. … So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.				Genesis 1:26–27

See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 		Matthew 18:10

Angels – this is not a guardian angel, but rather angelic forces waiting for God’s command. It is as if the very angels in God’s presence are concerned with the ‘little ones.’ If that is true, how much more should you and I who follow Jesus be concerned for one another?

You might notice that there is no verse 11. In early translations read, For the Son of Man has come to save what was lost. Which is true and is found in other parts of the Bible … but was translated from a text that shows this was probably added later. Though true, it was not part of the original text of Matthew.

Despise – look down on, treat with contempt, see in them little or no value, to think of as worth nothing.

Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.							Matthew 19:14

Because you are missed!

The family is not complete without you. You are the missing person at the family reunion!

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 				Matthew 18:12

Jesus’ purpose was to correct the misconception that the believer who sinned was less valuable in the Father’s eyes than the rest. In reality, the Father values all of His children equally. Jesus made it a point to emphasize the value of the one straying sheep.

Because all of heaven is waiting for you!

When you are found, there is a celebration here … and in heaven! 

And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 						Matthew 18:13 

There already is a constant joy over the righteous who long ago had repented, but when a sinner repents and joins the ranks of the righteous, or a wayward saint comes home … there is a great wave of joy expressed.

And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 		Luke 15:6

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.		Luke 15:7

On Easter Sunday, we celebrate that Jesus is risen; we have victory over sin, death and the grave. As the old hymn Victory in Jesus says … 

Oh, victory in Jesus, my Savior forever
He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood
He loved me 'ere I knew Him and all my love is due Him
He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood

Jesus wants you to have victory in this life and the next. But you cannot have either withoutHhim leading your life.

Because Jesus died, so you could live! 

So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.	Matthew 18:14


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.					John 3:16–17

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.								2 Peter 3:9

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.						John 10:28–30

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.								1 Corinthians 15:42

There is only one thing you need to do this morning …

Come home!
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