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If you had a choice between failing or succeeding in this life, which would you choose?

Webster defines success as a desired or favorable outcome.

The world’s definition of success is misleading because it focuses on what is temporary and ignores what is eternal.

Biblical Success – To walk in God's way, which includes fearing God, loving Him, and obeying Him. True success in the Christian life is knowing and serving God through faith in Jesus Christ. To enjoy God now and forever.

And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good? 								Deuteronomy 10:12–13

Am I living the life that Jesus would live if He were living my life?

· Am I growing in my understanding that Christ did everything for me, and I cannot do anything to save myself?

· Is my character growing every day in a way that aligns with God’s Word and plan for my life?

· Am I acting in a Christ-like way towards others (feeding the hungry, serving the poor, etc.)?

Over the next few weeks, we are going to look at what it means to live a successful life in our relationship with God and others in the areas of handling conflict, forgiveness, possessions, work and serving in chapters 18-20 of Matthew.

Jesus has just told a parable about a lost sheep that demonstrated—among other things—that God at least knows no bounds when it comes to seeking out those who stray, who wander, who find themselves in need of his mercy, compassion, and care.

What if that someone offends me, hurts me, or sins against me?

We live in a culture that resolves conflicts by shouting each other down, slandering the other’s character, shaming publicly to silence a voice, or shooting to end someone’s life.

Where did we go wrong? Where did we get off base? In today’s text, Jesus gives us some insight into principles more than process to deal with people and problems in troubling situations. 

This passage is not a formula for forgiveness … but rather a road map for restoration.

It begins with confrontation in a personal conversation.

One author calls these crucial conversations – whenever there is differing opinions, high stakes, high emotionality.

Too often, people begin their conversations with conclusions, accusations, and emotions, launching them into a debate about who is right and who is wrong.

In confrontation, we listen, lean in, learn, and most of all, we show love.

It begins by looking at your own life.

Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.	Matthew 7:3–5

Here are some tips for having crucial conversations:

· Start with a goal in mind.
· Aim to understand.
· Clarify without minimizing.
· Choose the right time and setting.
· Stay focused on the topic at hand.
· Be empathetic.
· Express your thoughts and feelings.

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 			Matthew 18:15

Go – do not sit, seethe and sour.

The goal of confrontation is always restoration both with you and with God.

If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the Lord by deceiving his neighbor in a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor … 						Leviticus 6:2

This is not about someone who annoys you or does things you do not like. This is about them sinning against you.

This is about your faith family … not that God does not want you to restore relationships with other people outside the faith. But rather, we are known by how we love each other, which speaks to our witness.
 
It continues with confrontation in the context of community.

Who are those that know you, know them, desire reconciliation in the family just as much as you do.

But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 			Matthew 18:16

A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established.								Deuteronomy 19:15
It leads to a confrontation that requires a change in relationship.

If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 		Matthew 18:17

We are called to have confidence in our commitment.

Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 		Matthew 18:18-20

Jesus is saying that whenever the church is pursuing and is involved in a reconciliation process with someone who has refused to repent, they can rest assured that God’s blessing is with them in their efforts. In other words, as the church renders the judicial decisions on matters of right and wrong that are based on the truth of God’s Word, they should be confident that they are doing the right thing and that Christ himself is right there with them, spiritually present in their midst.” 		Eric Bargerhuff, The Most Misused Verses in the Bible

And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they come! It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”						Luke 17:1–4

What do I need to do?

Confess your own sin to God and to others you have sinned against.

Pray the relationships broken by sin will be restored.

Go and have crucial conversations so that there will peace and unity in the family of faith. 
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