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What are you addicted to?

Craving – Compulsion – Control – Consequences

What do you depend on and trust in when you are stressed, anxious, or feel out of control?

Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
							Matthew 19:1

And behold, an extremely rich young religious leader ran up and knelt before him, saying, “Good Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?”
				Matthew 19:16, Mark 10, Luke 18

And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good.
							Matthew 19:17


Simple but foundational truth: only God is good.

…as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one…”
							Romans 3:10

If we believe there is even a sliver of goodness in us, it is like a whisper that says “I am worthy of God’s love.” But when we grasp that we have no claim to goodness, we are hit by the tidal wave of God’s grace.


If you would enter life, keep the commandments.”
							Matthew 19:17


 He said to him, “Which ones?
							Matthew 19:18

 And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
							Matthew 19:18-19


 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?
							Matthew 19:20

 The rich young ruler seemed to have it all: money, status, accomplishments. But there was a gap, something vital missing, something that he could not achieve.

 We were created for eternal purposes, and we cannot be satisfied by the temporary.

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, 
							Ecclesiastes 3:11


 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.
							Matthew 19:21


 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
Matthew 19:22


 Jesus pinpointed exactly what this man depended on and trusted – his riches, his self-sufficiency, his belief that he could do enough.

The rich, young ruler was controlled by his cravings with no regard for the consequences.

Jesus was calling him to let go of the idols he was holding on to and take hold of the God he could depend on. 

 What cravings are controlling you? What are you being led to let go of this morning?

Our idols make us crave more of what does not have the power to satisfy us in the first place. They offer temporary satisfaction to a hunger for the eternal.


 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven.
							Matthew 19:23

 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God
							Matthew 19:24


 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?
							Matthew 19:25

Health and wealth were commonly associated with God’s favor and blessing.

 It is not money that stops someone from entering the Kingdom of God; it is self-sufficiency.


 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.
							Matthew 19:26


 Foundational Truth: Only by grace through faith can one be saved.


 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?
							Matthew 19:27

 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.
.
					Matthew 19:29 and Mark 1:30


 In order to succeed in life and love, we are to let go of our gods and take hold of our God!

 Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.
					Psalm 86:11(NIV)


1.  Let go!

“You cannot change what you cannot see.”


2.  Use the Bible as a mirror to reveal what you are holding on to in place of God.

 Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin.
							Romans 7:7

The commandments of God are not a list of rules to maintain but a list of presenting symptoms to reveal your sickness.

3.  Ask God to reveal your brokenness beneath the surface.

 Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!

					Psalm 139:23-24


How many are my iniquities and my sins? Make me know my transgression and my sin.
					Job 13:23

4.  Take Hold!

 My soul clings to you…
					Psalm 63:8


“Give me Jesus”
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