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How do you define success in life? Over the past few weeks, we have looked at the teachings of Jesus as written by Matthew dealing with all the things that you and I have to deal with every day of our lives. How to resolve conflicts, forgive those who hurt us, manage possessions without possessions managing us, and dealing with all the struggles of life without comparing our lives with those who are better off or worse off than us. What we have seen is …

In the upside down – inside out world of the Kingdom of God, there is a different way to the top.

If you really want to succeed in life and love …

Jesus teaches a different path to success.

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for something. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 							Matthew 20:20–21

Helicopter Parenting is not new.

Helicopter parents are those who are involved in over-parenting. It involves excessive levels of involvement and control by parents in their children's lives. A motivation for this parenting style is driven by the parents' worry that their child might come to harm or not flourish.
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Seven Signs You Might be a Helicopter Parent

1. You fight your child’s battles.
2. You do their schoolwork.
3. You coach their coaches.
4. You keep your kids on a short leash.
5. You are a maid in your own house.
6. You play it too safe.
7. You cannot let them fail.

Don’t we want to do what is best for our kids? Don’t we want them to get ahead and not fall behind? Don’t we want them to succeed in life and love?

Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 			Matthew 20:22


Can you drink from this cup?

A cup is a delivery system. Maybe the bigger question or the question that James and John should have asked, is “What’s in the cup?” 

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”								Matthew 26:39

Four Cups in the Passover Meal – Exodus 6:6-7

Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 							Exodus 6:6-7 

1. The Cup of Sanctification – based on God’s statement, “I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.” 

2. The Cup of Judgment or Deliverance- based on God’s statement, “I will deliver you from slavery to them.” 

3. The Cup of Redemption – based on God’s statement, “I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.” 

4. The Cup of Praise or Consummation – based on God’s statement, “I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God.”

Jesus does not drink this last cup … the meal does not end.

This last cup is the cup that changes everything … the cup of suffering, surrender, serving, solitude, struggle, sacrifice - it is a cup of praise for as Psalm 136:1 says … 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.		Psalm 136:1

Are you ready to do what it takes to fulfill the calling and purpose of your life?

There is different way to experience struggle in the world.

He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 						Matthew 20:23-24

We will experience suffering, struggle, sacrifice, surrender … we will have discouragement, disappointment, difficulties, even disasters, disease and ultimately death! Jesus reminds us in The Beatitudes … 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.					Matthew 5:11–12

John records these words of Jesus …

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.	John 16:33

There is a different way to the top that begins at the back of the line.

We do not power up.

But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. 						Matthew 20:25-26a

We serve up.

But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”							Matthew 20:26b–28

How do we practice Back of the Line Living?

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.			Philippians 2:3–4

Humble yourself - think of yourself less.

Serve others in a way that is to their benefit and blessing.

Mind your mind.

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 					Philippians 2:5–7

Mind the gap.

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 						Philippians 4:8–9

Ask yourself these questions:

· Does this benefit me or others?
· Am I serving my self-interest or the interest of others?
· Who gets the glory or recognition?
· Am I avoiding what is difficult rather than drinking from the cup?
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YOU KNOW AT SOME POINT
WE HAVE TO STOP
SWADDLING HIM, RIGHT?
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