[bookmark: _Hlk45171516]   THE BEST IS YET TO COME
CELEBRATING THE PAST 30 YEARS AND PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

Encounters of a Divine Kind
Encountering Hope - Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:29-40; John 12:12-19; Zechariah 9:9-13

Dr. Jerry Edmonson, Founding and Lead Pastor
May 12, 2024 – Mother’s Day













Do you want happiness or do you want hope?

What is Hope? A future certain reality.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.		Hebrews 11:1

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.					Jeremiah 29:11

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.						Romans 5:3–5

Hope means hoping when things are hopeless, or it is no virtue at all... As long as matters are really hopeful, hope is mere flattery or platitude; it is only when everything is hopeless that hope begins to be a strength. 	G.K. Chesterton

We are unavoidably hope oriented creatures. 

In his book Things Unseen: Living with Eternity in Your Heart, Mark Buchanan points out how we all continually live for the "Next Thing"—the next item on our checklist of luxuries, the next job, the next adventure.

Buchanan shows how we are taught … 

… not to value things too much, but to value them too little. We forget to treasure and to savor. The pressure of constant wanting dissipates all gratitude. The weight of restless craving plunders all enjoyment. … 

He made us to yearn—to always be hungry for something we can't get, to always be missing something we can't find, to always be disappointed with what we receive, to always have an insatiable emptiness that nothing can fill, and an untamable restlessness that no discovery can still. Yearning itself is healthy—a kind of compass inside us pointing to True North. It's not the wanting that corrupts us. What corrupts us is the wanting that's misplaced, set on the wrong thing.  						Mark Buchanan

My hope will always disappoint – because my desires are insatiable.  
 
Most people, if they had really learned to look into their own hearts, would know that they do want, and want acutely, something that cannot be had in this world. 	C.S. Lewis 

There is a hope worth having.

For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.							Romans 8:24–25

Wherever Jesus went, people encountered hope.

When we encounter hope, obedience is a joy.

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. Matthew 21:1–2

If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 				Matthew 21:3-5

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.								Zechariah 9:9

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 		Matthew 21:6-7

When we encounter hope, worship is our response.

Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 					Matthew 21:8-9

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the Lord. Psalm 118:22–26

Christian hope does not promise successful days to the rich and the strong, but resurrection and life to those who must exist in the shadows of death.  Success is no name of God. Righteousness is. 			Jürgen Moltmann

There was another processional … 

When we encounter hope, our lives are never the same.

And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”							Matthew 21:10-11

Where is your hope today?

Hope in Jesus will NEVER disappoint.
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.	1 Peter 1:3–5
  
Choose Jesus as your only hope. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.			Romans 15:13
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