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How many of you love change? If there was one thing you would change about yourself, what would it be?

We are inevitably creatures of habit. If we are honest, many of us simply like to maintain the status quo.  

Status Quo - Latin for “the existing state of things” 

Our natural tendency is to keep thinking what we have been thinking, and to keep doing what we have been doing. The status quo has a gravitational pull.

Status-quo bias is so common in us that it will keep us from change.

Jesus encountered status quo bias in the religious leaders. 

“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 			Matthew 21:23

Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 				Matthew 21:24

“The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.		Matthew 21:25-27

If the religious leaders affirm John, they affirm Jesus, and His authority as well. Jesus was shaking up their status quo and calling them to repentance.

Parable of Two Sons
“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’  And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 				Matthew 21:28-31a

They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.			Matthew 21:31b-32

Parable of the Tenants
When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them.  						Matthew 21:33-36

Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”	Matthew 21:37-41


Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”					Matthew 21:42-44

The Pharisees were stuck in their status quo bias because they benefited from it. As a result, they resisted Jesus … and they were missing out on something far greater.

Parable of the Wedding Feast
And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 								Matthew 22:1-3

Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’ But they paid no attention…	Matthew 22:4-5

The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.		Matthew 22:7-9

“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”				Matthew 22:11-14


1. Jesus calls each us out of the status quo. 

We are all invited to the wedding feast, and that requires change.


The Christian life is one of transformation (change), and it starts with repentance. Change requires that we acknowledge Jesus’ authority and turn to Him. This results in our salvation.

God’s will is that everyone would be saved. 

2. Jesus calls us out of our status quo to sanctification. (Growth)

Our goal is to become mature. 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.					Ephesians 4:11-13

Barriers that will keep you in the status quo:

· Pride  
· Comfort 
· Difficulty 
· Fear 
· Laziness 
· Loss aversion bias 
· Living in the past

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.					Philippians 3:12

We belong to Christ, and so we press on. 

Change that draws us closer to God is good.

Change requires that we repent and turn to Christ – He is the one.
Change requires that we steward our lives in obedience to God.
Change requires that we stop resisting His prompting in our lives.

It has been said that we are made of dust, and dust tends to settle.
Do not settle for the status quo, when God offers you so much more!

Stop resisting any prompting from God. 

“Woe to him who strives with him who formed him,
a pot among earthen pots! Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’ or ‘Your work has no handles’?						Isaiah 45:9

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
					John 10:10
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