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What is your favorite question about heaven?

The head cannot overcome an unbelieving heart.

· Pharisees – In the world but not of the world.
· Essenes – Neither in the world nor of the world.
· Sadducees – In the world and of the world.

The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection … 				Matthew 22:23

… and they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother.’ Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no offspring left his wife to his brother. So too the second and third, down to the seventh. After them all, the woman died. In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her.” 								Matthew 22:24-28

Sadducees only believed that the first five books of the Old Testament were authoritative. And so, here, they quote from a law that was found in the Book of Deuteronomy. It is often called "the levirite law"—taken from the Latin word for 'brother-in-law' (levir). 

Encountering the Afterlife begins with intimate knowledge.

But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 		Matthew 22:29

There is a term we use called an echo chamber, which is an environment in which a person encounters only beliefs or opinions that coincide with their own, so that their existing views are reinforced, and alternative ideas are not considered.  When we live in echo chambers, we are not interested in understanding, curiosity or conversation. 

Wrong – mistaken, lead astray, you do not realize or perceive what is true. Jesus is exposing the heart attitude, the presumption of unbelief, which is the source of the question.

The heart is guided by the truth of all scripture.

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.								2 Timothy 3:16–17

Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead.			Isaiah 26:19

The heart is changed by the power of God.

The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will.				Proverbs 21:1

And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God.								Ezekiel 11:19–20

Encountering the Afterlife leads to loving differently.

For in the resurrection, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 		Matthew 22:29

We must understand this: in heaven, we are not earthly in our love; we are heavenly in our love. Notice that He does not say that we will be angels … but will be like the angels. In the same way, when we are in heaven, we will not need to be in earthy relationships doing earthly things. 

In our Afterlife, we will have heavenly relationships and be doing heavenly things.

Encountering the Afterlife leads to living differently … Now!

And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” 						Matthew 22:31–32

The Sadducees only held to the teachings of the first five books of the Bible, which they believe do not teach the reality that people will live after their physical deaths.

And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.			Exodus 3:6

The Afterlife is about life … not death.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”									John 11:25–26

When we remember there is more to love and life than the here and now … 
· The loss of loved ones is easier to bear.
· Our own approaching death is not as terrifying.
· We are able to let go of resentments.
· We can resist sin knowing one day it will no longer frustrate us.
· We can live more faithfully because we know we will give an account to God for choices and decisions we make in life.
· Serving the Lord is worth the sacrifice, even without results.

And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching.						Matthew 22:33

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ … 		2 Corinthians 10:3–5

God offers new life. There is an Afterlife! There is a resurrection of the dead! There is a heaven! There is eternal life! Through Jesus, we can be experiencing a new life here … and in the Afterlife! 
This life is our training ground for the afterlife.

We are called to love differently and live differently now.

Just maybe then we would see the prayer of Jesus become a reality: Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

So, are you ready to encounter the Afterlife? Now is the time by faith to trust and believe in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord and begin to prepare for the Afterlife in this life … now! Then we will learn to love and live differently, and maybe the world will get a glimpse of the eternal in our temporary and the Afterlife in the midst of our living.

How are you doing? Are you ready?

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”			1 Corinthians 15:50–55
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