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But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”
						Matthew 22:34-36

The Rabbis identified 613 laws: 248 affirmative and 365 negative. These were further categorized into ‘heavy’ (more important) and ‘light’ (less critical) laws.

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
					Matthew 22:37-40

Jesus is referencing two scriptures:

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
						Deuteronomy 6:5

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.		
					Leviticus 19:18

“Love the Lord your God…”  

The Hebrew word for love, Aheb, is an expression of will, a willful decision to care for the well-being of something or someone else.

In Greek, the verb used describes an intelligent, purposeful, and committed love, an act of the will. 

“…With all your heart, with all you soul, and with all your mind.”

We are called to love God with every part of us – our mind, thoughts, emotions, body, and the intangible and tangible or the software and the hardware of our lives.

“…On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets…” 

Every command given by God, every action taken by God, goes back to these two commands: Love God and love others.

We are to interpret everything else through the lens of loving God and loving others.

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.
						Matthew 22:41-42

The Pharisees' answer was correct … but incomplete. Jesus is in David's lineage, but He is more than an ancestor of David. 

He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet” ’? If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.” 
					Matthew 42-46

Jesus references Psalm 110, known to be messianic, declaring that Jesus was not merely a descendant of David - but God himself. 

When we understand who Jesus is, we encounter God’s love for us - that God himself would step out of heaven because of His love for us.

	We love because He first loved us.
					1 John 4:19

Love made the first move toward us. 

This statement needs to be personalized:

God loves you because He chose to love you.

God loves _________ because He chose to love _________.


It is the greatest of love to be loved by God. All other love is a mere reflection of God’s love for you. 


so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
					Ephesians 3:17-19

For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you.
						Isaiah 54:10

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations
					Deuteronomy 7:9

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
					Zephania 3:17



The pivotal response is to love God because He loves you.


Our love of God is demonstrated in our love for others.

We love God by enjoying and admiring who He is through a relationship with Him. 

Because we love God, we joyfully obey His commands.

Because we love God, we believe His word.

Because we love God, we are grateful.

Because we love God, we love others.

We love others by willfully choosing to care for their well-being. Our desire for them is at an equal level with our desire for ourselves. 

The Fellowship loves others by being people who are G.R.E.A.T.
	Gospel-Centered
	Relentlessly Relational
	Externally Focused
	Authentically Transparent
	Teaching the Next Generation
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