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How often do you focus on the wrong things?

The word woe (οὐαί, הוֹי) is sometimes translated “alas” in English, giving it the idea of despair, or a sense of hopelessness. The word carries the connotation of mourning. 

Jesus proclaimed these woes for all to hear, giving us a timeless lesson.

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples…
					Matthew 23:1

The way of Jesus is an open invitation for everyone.

But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.
					Matthew 23:13

The way of Jesus is not meant to be burdensome.

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.
					Matthew 23:15

The way of Jesus is meant to be straightforward.

Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it.
						Matthew 23:16-22

The way of Jesus keeps the main thing the main thing. 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!

						Matthew 23:23-24

Four questions to identify the pharisee in you…

1) Are you slamming the door on yourself or others?

Sin does not send you to hell; the sin of unbelief does.

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
					John 3:17-18

2) Are you burdening yourself or followers of Christ?

Prioritize your relationship with Jesus over religious regulations.

I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
						John 17:20-21

3) Are you hiding behind excuses to avoid accountability?

The path to freedom is fully illuminated.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
					1 John 1:7

4) Are you overly focused on the details and missing what is essential?

Following Jesus Christ with open eyes and focused on Him.

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
					1 Peter 2:21


Following blind guides leads us to focus on all the wrong things.

How to focus on the right things:

Take out the garbage … and stop following the blind guides in your life.
	
Imitate Jesus.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
							Ephesians 5:1-2

Practice what you want to become and what God created you to be.

Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching.										1 Timothy 4:15–16a
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