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The outside is what others see.

The inside is what is seen by God.

The condition of your heart is the key to your spiritual health.

Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.				Proverbs 4:23

The heart is the center of our being. It is the seat of our desire and will. 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 			Matthew 23:25–26

Clean the inside – confess, repent and receive healing, forgiveness and wholeness.

Knowing what you do is self-awareness. Knowing why you do it is self-knowledge. You cannot have transformation without both.

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?		Jeremiah 17:9

Outward righteousness without inward righteousness is eternal death.

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. Matthew 23:27-28
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Inward righteousness is only achieved through a personal relationship with Jesus.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.						John 14:6

Self-righteousness leads us to compare our goodness to others, past and present. 

We think we are better today than those who came before us. We would never! 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? 
					Matthew 23:29-31

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 							Matthew 3:7
You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.					Matthew 12:34–35

Gehenna was the Greek name of the Hinnom Valley, located to the immediate south of Jerusalem's city walls. It served as the city dump where waste and animal carcasses were burned and rotted.  Jesus often used Gehenna as an image to contrast the blessings of His kingdom.

Recognize your own sin and fallenness … and the sins of our past, present and future.

Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 			Matthew 23:32-36

Collective responsibility or individual responsibility?

… if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.		2 Chronicles 7:14

Are you brokenhearted over the rejection of Jesus by the world?

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’					Matthew 23:37–39


Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions,				Deuteronomy 32:11

Do you long for the return of Jesus?

Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 	Psalm 118:25–27a

Your heart is the key!

God offers and gives you a new heart.

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.		Ezekiel 36:26

You can walk in the God-given desires of your new heart.

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.				Psalm 37:4
 
You can love God with all your new heart.

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.					Matthew 22:37

Woe to all of us who live with a wicked heart!

Blessed are all who live with a new heart on the inside, so they can live with an authentic faith on the outside.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.				Psalm 19:14
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