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What we do know for certain:

1.  Jesus is coming back.

 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.
						John 14:3

2.  Everyone will face judgment, either for their action or Jesus’.

3.  The future transforms our present actions.



While we do not know when, we do know that every day brings us closer to Jesus’ return.

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.
							Matthew 24:36

Many will be unaware, living consumed by their desires.

For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
						Matthew 24:37-39




The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
						Genesis 6:5

Our destination matters more than God’s timing.
	
Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
						Matthew 24:40-42

[bookmark: _GoBack]Expect the expected; be ready for His return.

But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
							Matthew 24:43-44

God blesses those who are faithfully fulfilling their duties.

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.
						Matthew 24:45-47

Judgment awaits the wicked.

But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
						Matthew 24:48-51


Jesus paints a picture of three groups of people, in the end times and today:

The Scoffers

…they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away…
						Matthew 24:38

…knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.”  For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God,  and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.  But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
						2 Peter 3:3-7

The apparent triumph of evil and mockery of God can trouble Christians.

For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers.
						Psalm 5:4-5



Sin cannot be separated from the sinner except by the forgiveness available in Christ alone.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
						1 John 1:9
	


God is faithful to reveal himself and patiently desire for all to come to repentance.

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.
							Romans 1:20

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
						2 Peter 3:9
The Wicked Servants

But if that wicked servant … in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
					Matthew 24:48 & 51


While they appear to be servants, scripture is clear they are not faithful followers of Jesus Christ.

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.
							1 John 2:19


The Faithful Follower

Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.
					Matthew 24:45-46


A faithful follower is ready and waiting.

The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat!
						Luke 12:37 (NLT)

A faithful follower is on assignment.

	If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
						John 14:15


A faithful follower is on mission.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have commanded you.
					Matthew 28:19-20
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