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What we know for certain:

1.  Jesus is coming back.
 
2.  Everyone will face judgment, either for their action or Jesus’.

3.  The future transforms our present actions.



“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 
						Matthew 25:14

What we possess is God’s gift to us, for all things ultimately belong to Him.

To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
						Matthew 25:15

What we have is what we are given, entrusted to us by our perfect Father according to our abilities, for the benefit and blessing of others.

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace
						1 Peter 4:10

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable
					1 Corinthians 12:21-22

Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
						Matthew 25:15-18

What we do with what we have been given is what makes ALL the difference.


Urgent or Complacent?
	Bold or Timid?
	Faithful or Unfaithful?


And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’
						Matthew 15:20-23
	
Your Father, who loves you, wants to reward you.


As we grow in understanding, especially of this concept, our relationship with God becomes less compartmentalized and more the central pursuit of our lives.

	The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
							Psalm 23:1 (NIV)

	John 10:10, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Psalms 16:11



He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! 
					Matthew 25:24-26a

Fear and complacency are the enemies of a life well-lived, leading instead to regret and missed purpose.

One day, when we stand before God, there will be no excuse.


For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
						2 Corinthians 5:10


But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.
					Matthew 25:26-27

Refusal to steward what God has given you for the benefit and blessing of others is rebellion against your Creator.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
						Ephesians 2:10

Whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
						James 4:17

An intellectual assent to Jesus Christ being God does not mean you have been saved. 

 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ Matthew 25:28-30


Salvation requires that the old self dies and the new self lives.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
						2 Corinthians 5:17


…we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know.” 
						1 Corinthians 8:1-2


Does your life show the impact of your faith?

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
						Romans 12:1-2

What has God entrusted to you?


How are you using what God has given you to benefit and bless others?
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