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Today, we conclude our series entitled End Times. Throughout this series, we said that we can count on these things:

Jesus is coming back. 
We will all face judgment. 
The future is to transform our present. 

When it comes to Jesus’ return, no man knows the day or the hour, but Jesus tells us this:
	
Matthew 25:31-46 – The Judgment

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 					Matthew 25:31-32

Ethnos - tribe, race, people group

And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 					Matthew 25:33

Sheep and Goats 
Jesus used this analogy as it’s a familiar imagery. He makes a profound spiritual truth more comprehensible and impactful for His listeners, ensuring that He drives the message home in a visual way.  

Right = a place of honor and status. Regarded highly.  
Left = unprofitable or unfortunate. 

A wise man 's heart inclines him to the right, but a fool 's heart to the left.				Ecclesiastes 10:2

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 	Matthew 25:34-36

Those on His right receive a kingdom prepared in advance for them. 

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’			Matthew 25:37-40

Those on His right are surprised.

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’	Matthew 25:41-43

Those on His left receive an eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

Hell was never intended for people, but people will go there.

 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”						Matthew 25:44-46

Those on His left are surprised. 

Sheep do what sheep do because they are sheep. Goats do what goats do because they are goats. The difference between a goat and a sheep is their DNA. 

This is not a works-based salvation; the works come out of salvation. 

It is evident that your nationality will not save you.

Jesus changes us from the inside out. He changes our spiritual DNA. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.							2 Corinthians 5:17	

Who are the least of these?
· Hungry 
· Thirsty
· Stranger
· Naked
· Sick
· Imprisoned

Views on the least of these:

· One view interprets "the least of these" as Jews during the tribulation period.

· Another view interprets “the least of these” as those of follow Jesus and are in a vulnerable position. 

· And yet another view interprets “the least of these” as all who are vulnerable, marginalized, or in need within society. 

Jesus is united to His people, and His people are united to Him. When we serve fellow believers, we serve Him. (Matthew 10:40)

Jesus loves all, and desires them to become His. The vulnerable matter greatly to Him. 

Christ followers are known by our love and care for one another. 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”								John 13:34-35

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.		1 Timothy 5:8

“The church is not a business, a school, or a hospital (though it is often compared to these institutions). Above all, the church is a family; in fact, it’s a family of families. - Chuck Swindoll

that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.			1 Corinthians 12:25-26

Christ followers have an internal commitment. 

 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.					James 2:15–17

Christ followers are known by our love and care for all others. 

and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
				1 Thessalonians 3:12-13

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.	
						Galatians 6:10	

Christ followers have an external focus.

Christ followers have an internal commitment with an external focus all for the glory of God.





image1.tiff




image2.png
/ N\
<




