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Margin - freedom to say “yes” to what matters the most.

Could you name the last five winners of the Heisman football trophy? How about the last five winners of the Miss America pageant?
How about the last five people to win the CMA’s artist of the year? Most of us probably could not. 

I bet you could, however, name five people who have made a difference in your life!  

Do you want to make a difference with your life? 

"Worse fear at the end of my life is looking back and not having made a difference.” – (Jim Cymbala Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire)

If you know God, the desire to make a difference is deeply spiritual. 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.					1 John 4:7-8

We not only want to make a difference, but we were created to make a difference. 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.				Ephesians 2:10

Good works = Something profitable

Jesus’ followers are difference makers -not only in identity, but also in action. 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.		Matthew 5:13-16

The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people.	Titus 3:8

While many of us have a strong desire to make a difference, we might encounter obstacles to doing so. Here are some you might encounter:

Obstacle #1: Not believing you have what it takes. 

This belief can paralyze us into inaction, preventing us from making a difference when we could.

The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. But the LORD said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand—		Exodus 4:2-4

You might not change the whole world, but you can change somebody’s world.
	
Obstacle #2 Drifting into an apathetic lifestyle.

At times, we may become so absorbed in our own schedules and/or struggles that we become apathetic to making a difference. 

The Church of Laodicea

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.			Philippians 2:4-7

Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.		Proverbs 11:25
	
Obstacle #3: Feeling like you do not have any margin. 

In our busy, fast-paced lives, we often feel like there is not enough time to make a meaningful impact. We may tell ourselves that we do not have the time or energy for something as significant as "making a difference" when we are already exhausted by the demands of daily life. 

"So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom".					Psalm 90:12				
Obstacle #4 Wasting your margin on things that don’t really matter. 

We do not really waste time; we waste our lives. 

"The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision." - Helen Keller

Say “YES” to making a difference! Here is all you need:

1. Intentionality

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,  making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.					Ephesians 5:15-17

· Some of us need to be intentional about having more margin. (Freedom to say yes to what matters most.)
· Some of us need to use our margin more wisely. 

2. Availability

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”						Isaiah 6:8

Availability means saying, “Here I am.” God is not looking for perfect people, but willing people. 

3. Sensitivity

"For the even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as ransom for many"							Matthew 20:28

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.	John 4:34

Staying sensitive to God’s leadership is not a one-time event but a lifelong journey of growing in relationship with Him. It is about constantly seeking His voice, following His promptings, and responding with faith and obedience.

Saying "yes" to God’s invitation to make a difference is an act of surrender—surrendering your plans, your time, and sometimes even your comfort—to align with God's purposes for your life. 

Where might you make a difference? 
Be intentional about asking God.
Declare your availability to God.
Be sensitive to God’s promptings.

God knows exactly where you are, where He wants to use you, and how He needs to equip you. Just say “YES!”
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