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Margin is the freedom to say “yes” to what matters the most.

Without margin, we are stressed, anxious, burnt out, disconnected from others, and, ultimately, from God.

Creating margin is a choice.

Freedom to say yes to what matters most starts with saying yes to God.

The church, as God designed it, is meant to be the most important community in your life.

Four margin eaters that rob us of the space we need for true community:

1. Showing up without engaging.
2. Hiding behind a façade.
3. Consuming without contributing.
4. Holding on to bitterness.


Without margin for community, we face loneliness, increased vulnerability to temptation, unmet emotional needs, and spiritual stagnation.

Four ways to recover margin for community:

1. Build a place to belong.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common.
					Acts 2:42-44
2. Live authentically transparent.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
					1 John 1:7

3. Focus on what you can offer, not what you can receive.

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
					Philippians 2:4

Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
					Matthew 20:28

4. Embrace forgiveness.

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
					Ephesians 4:32

When we live with margin in community, we are free to say yes to what matters most.


1. We are strengthened, and we strengthen.

Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.
							Proverbs 27:17

2. We are loved, and we love.

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.
					John 13:34-35




3. We are encouraged, and we encourage.

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
					Hebrews 10:24-25

4. We value diversity and cultivate unity.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
				1 Corinthians 12:12-14

When we have the freedom to say yes to what matters most and live in community, we experience the transformative power of belonging to God’s family.
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