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Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.
						Matthew 7:24-25


Building a life that matters means anchoring our lives on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ. This requires both a commitment to obedience in following His commands and a deep reliance on His grace when we fall short.


Israel had a chance to build their lives on God's promises, but instead, they compromised. 

To understand Judges, we must see how it fits into the larger story of Scripture—and compare Israel’s obedience to God’s commands in Joshua.

Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory.
						Joshua 1:2-4

Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go.
							Joshua 1:7


Judges begins with Joshua’s death and God reaffirming His command to take the land of Canaan.

After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel inquired of the Lord, “Who shall go up first for us against the Canaanites, to fight against them?” The Lord said, “Judah shall go up; behold, I have given the land into his hand.
						Judges 1:2

Canaan was home to a people known for extreme wickedness.

And Adoni-bezek said, “Seventy kings with their thumbs and their big toes cut off used to pick up scraps under my table. As I have done, so God has repaid me.
						Judges 1:7

The first half of Judges 1 reads like a highlight reel—Israel celebrating their victories…

… But verse 19 introduces a turning point, where cracks in their obedience begin to show.

And the Lord was with Judah, and he took possession of the hill country, but he could not drive out the inhabitants of the plain because they had chariots of iron.
						Judges 1:19


If the first half of Judges 1 is a highlight reel of victories, the second half is a reality check—where Israel’s failures and compromises come into focus.


God directly calls out Israel’s failure to fully obey Him, reminding them that compromise comes with consequences.

Now the angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice. What is this you have done? So now I say, I will not drive them out before you, but they shall become thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you.
						Judges 2:1-3

Israel failed to pass their faith to the next generation, and it led to their downfall.

And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord or the work that he had done for Israel.
						Judges 2:10


On one hand, Israel was obeying God; on the other hand, they were compromising with the world—half-hearted obedience is no obedience at all.

And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and served the Baals. And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the Lord to anger.
						Judges 2:11-12

Sometimes, common sense stands in opposition to faith-filled obedience.

The Israelites told God, 'We can't' … but He responded, 'You won’t.’

Israel’s half-hearted obedience led to half-hearted worship, and their half-hearted worship brought idols into their lives.

Israel’s failure was not a one-time mistake—it became a cycle that repeated over and over. Their problem was not just military defeat; it was spiritual rebellion. They did not just need another judge. They needed lasting redemption.
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This cycle was not just Israel’s story—it is our story, too. If we want to break free from compromise, we must…

1. Know and love God deeply.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
						Deuteronomy 6:5
2. Obey God completely.

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death
						Proverbs 14:12

Where is common sense getting in the way of faith-filled obedience?

3. Eliminate idols ruthlessly.

Choose between the God who saves or the gods who enslave.

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
					1 Corinthians 10:13

Idols reveal what we truly worship. They expose our priorities, our struggles, and the battle for our hearts. Eliminating them is not just about removing distractions—it is about restoring God to His rightful place in our lives.





4. Pass down faith intentionally.

You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.
					Deuteronomy 6:7

5. Seek Jesus fully.

“Without the gospel of Christ crucified, we will always either complacently give in to sin (because of the unconditionality of his promises), or live under a burden of guilt and fear (because of their conditionality). The cross is where we find the tension resolved so we are able to live forgiven, obedient lives despite also living sinful, disobedient loves. The cross is the place where we find the freedom to accept ourselves without being proud, and to challenge ourselves without being crushed.”
						Tim Keller
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