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Advent – a celebration commemorating the birth of Christ and anticipating his return.


"The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to come." 
~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer

We celebrate Advent, in one way, by focusing on Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy.

Chapter 12 of Matthew is a turning point in the story of Jesus, He identifies himself as the one and the Jewish leaders rejected him.

Why does Christ speak in parables?

Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.
						Matthew 13:10-11

The message of God is rejected by pride and heard by the humble.

	God opposes the proud and give grace to the humble. 
						1 Peter 5:5b

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.		
						Psalm 25:9	

Open ears receive overflowing knowledge, deaf ears learn nothing at all.

For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
						Matthew 13:12-13

Closed eyes cannot see the Father waiting to heal.

Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” For this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them. 
						Matthew 13:14-15

Parable of the Sower


Along the path…

And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 
birds came and devoured them.		Matthew 13:4

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
 understand it,  the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. 			Matthew 13:19

Rocky Ground…
	
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away.									Matthew 13:5-6

This is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.	
						Matthew 13:20-21

Among the thorns…
	
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
						Matthew 13:7

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.
						Matthew 13:22

On good soil…

Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
						Matthew 13:8

this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.
						Matthew 13:23

Applications of the parable of the sower:

Jesus Christ as the sower.

Faithful followers as sowers.

Heart Condition

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
						Hebrews 4:12


Three warnings and an encouragement:


Self-seeded knowledge is no knowledge at all!

	Seed falling on the path.

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children…
Matthew 11:25

Shallow knowledge is a fleeting amusement.


	Seed falling among the rocks.


Pursuit of worldliness will leave you lifeless.

	Seed falling among the thorns.

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
						John 10:10


How to be good soil…. Hope in God.

Hope is not our default.	

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation.
						Psalm 42:5

Hope in God is a confident expectation and desire for something good in the future.

In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.”

						Romans 4:18


Hope against hope requires intentionality.

For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

						Hebrews 6:10-12


The author of Hebrews connects the idea of needing intentionally to have the full assurance of hope (hope against hope) and loving God. You cannot have one without the other, each one strengthens the other. 

Loving God in the present cultivates hope, a confident expectation for the future. 

Confident expectation for the future cultivates a love for God in the present.

Long ago, God cultivated hope in his people through the prophet by pointing to a Messiah. Now we find that same unwavering hope in the anticipation of Advent – fulfilled promises and promises that are yet to be fulfilled.
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