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Christmas Parables
The Christmas Seed – Matthew 13:24-30,36-43,47-50 










Hope in God is a confident expectation and desire for something good in the future.


Advent – a celebration commemorating the birth of Christ and anticipating His return.


For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
						Isaiah 9:6

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!	
						Luke 2:14


What peace?!?

Christmas is the birth of peace.

For he himself is our peace
						Ephesians 2:14


The Parable of the Weeds

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ””
							Matthew 13:24-30
	
 “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
						Matthew 13:37-43

The Parable of the Net

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
						Matthew 13:47-50

Peace in the Parables

God has a plan that is unfolding over time.

God is not unaware of the evil in the world.

And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’” He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’
						Matthew 13:27-28

God’s patience gives an opportunity for repentance.

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
						2 Peter 3:9

There is a real, terrifying future ahead.

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
						Matthew 13:41-42

Christmas is Christmas because of the harvest.

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
							Matthew 13:43


How do we live in this age, especially in this season?

Christmas is our story to tell – engage in the world around you.

Let them both grow together.
						Matthew 13:30

Be aware of what grows around you.

You plant them, and they take root; they grow and produce fruit; you are near in their mouth and far from their heart.
						Jeremiah 12:2

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
						Matthew 7:15


Sow seeds – do not pull weeds.

So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous…
						Matthew 13:49

…in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame.
						1 Peter 3:15-16

Christmas offers hope for everlasting peace, and providing peace in today's chaos.
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!	
						Luke 2:14
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