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Christmas Parables
The Christmas Miracle – Matthew 13:31-33 











Advent – a celebration commemorating the birth of Christ and anticipating His return.

Hope in God is a confident expectation and desire for something good in the future.

Peace, Shalom, is the way God intended all things to be.

Love, agape love, is God’s love for humanity – unconditional, selfless, sacrificial love that only God can have for humanity.

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong doing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
					1 Corinthians 13:4-7


Love, in order to become a relationship, needed a miracle.

	
The miracle of Christmas is still unfolding today. 


He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
					Matthew 13:31-32


He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.
					Matthew 13:33


The Kingdom of Heaven exists today in the hearts of believers; later, it will manifest physically.

…nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.
					Luke 17:21

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.
				Revelation 11:15

The Kingdom of Heaven began with humble beginnings, but will grow beyond our ability to measure.

And again he said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?
					Luke 17:20

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands…
				Revelation 7:8

God’s power is displayed by the unexpected progress of the Kingdom of God. 


The Kingdom of Heaven influences from the inside out.

We are being sanctified, transformed into the image of God, degree by degree.

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
					2 Corinthians 3:18



The love of God put on display in the manger fills us with confidence of God’s great love for us.


In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.
					1 John 4:9


Tell the world! The world needs to know of the miracles they have been offered.

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?
					Romans 10:14



Those who matter the most are those next to you.

He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.
					Matthew 13:33
	

Even small acts of love can change someone’s eternity!
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