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What makes a good treasure hunt? 

It is the thrill of knowing there is something of great value near that just has not been discovered yet. The anticipation. The excitement. The joy that awaits.

Where your pleasure is, there is your treasure; where your treasure is, there is your heart; Where your heart is, there is your joy.” ~Augustine

Have you ever treasured something that over time simply proved to be of little value?

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.				Matthew 13:44

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.				Matthew 13:45

The Kingdom of Heaven is of immeasurable worth.

for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 	
Romans 14:17

The rule and reign of God in our lives is a treasure. 

A Hidden Mystery

…and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things…This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord. 		Ephesians 3:8-11a

Any trade-off is joyful sacrifice. 

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him…					Philippians 3:7-9

“If you only experience joy on your best days, you have not yet tasted the best joy”.  – John Piper

You will never forfeit joy to have Christ. 

Do you understand the parables? 

And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”	Matthew 13:51-52

The Revelation of the Kingdom

Sometimes it comes by surprise.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.						Luke 2:8-11

Saul of Tarsus 
C.S. Lewis

Sometimes it is found by searching.

The Wise Men
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.				Matthew 2:10-11

The Ethiopian Eunuch
Mark Lowe

The Kingdom of Heaven is a free gift from God. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.			Romans 5:15

Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.			Luke 12:32

To receive it, you must become like a little child. 

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 18:3

What could you treasure more than Jesus? 

Christmas is a joyous celebration.

1. A celebration of God’s great love. 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
						Isaiah 7:14

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 						1 John 4:9-10 
	
2. A celebration of our greatest treasure.   

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”	 John 4:10

Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
						2 Corinthians 9:15

3. A celebration of our sustenance. 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.
						John 6:35
4. A celebration of our joy! 

Deep joy, sustained through sorrow, and filled with hope for tomorrow. 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end”			Luke 1:32-33

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.					Luke 2:19
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