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“With friends like that, I do not need enemies.” - said to or about someone who says he or she is your friend but who is treating you very badly. 

Those “closest” to us can hurt us the most. 

One of the great ironies of human love and relationships is that we can experience the greatest hurt from those who are closest to us. There is no greater relational pain than being betrayed or rejected by a close friend or family member.

It has been said that “familiarity breeds contempt.”

Contempt – feeling that a person or a thing is beneath consideration, worthless, or deserving scorn. (Oxford Languages)

Merriam-Webster defines it this way: The act of despising; lack of reverence 


And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, and coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue…			Matthew 13:53-54a

Nazareth - Located in the lower part of Galilee, a district in the north of Israel, 18.6 miles west of the sea of Galilee, set in a small basin, lies the ancient city of Nazareth. About 30 miles from Capernaum to the Northeast. It is believed that Nazareth was a town around 500 people in Jesus’ time. 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”	Luke 4:16-21

Astonished – greatly surprised or impressed; amazed

You can be astonished in a positive way or in a negative way. 

they were astonished…and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?”				Matthew 13:54b-56

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked					Luke 4:22

Their familiarity with Jesus bred contempt for Jesus.

And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief. 									Matthew 13:53-58

Why the offense? 

And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’” And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.				Luke 4:23-24

Jesus was not there to put on a show, but rather to call them to faith. 

in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”			Luke 4:25-27

A “low blow” to their ego. They were a proud hometown crowd. 

These words were offensive to them because in essence Jesus said that these two “dogs” of society were worthier of God’s miracles than his hometown fellow Jews and Nazarenes.

When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. But passing through their midst, he went away.
					Luke 4:28-30

They despised Him. The problem is not with familiarity, but with pride.

Pride breeds contempt. 

With friends like that, who needs enemies? 

What are we to know?

Familiarity with God is a blessing.

His humanity was out of His love for us. 

emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.			Philippians 2:7b-8

His humanity was prophesied.

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.		Micah 5:2

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.				Isaiah 7:14

His humanity is for our good. 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
					Hebrews 4:15-16

Familiarity with others is a blessing.

What are we to do?

Our theme this year has been Greater Things.

Let familiarity pave the way for greater intimacy.
Let familiarity pave the way for greater love.
Let familiarity pave the way for greater honor.
Let familiarity pave the way for greater faith.

The Best Is Yet To Come!








