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Where does your forgiveness stop?

Are there limits to what you will forgive? And to the extent that you will go for forgiveness?

In Jesus' final hours, we see that His forgiveness and love have no limits—all for you!

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.
						Matthew 27:1-2

The Accusation: King of the Jews

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.”
						Matthew 27:11

Jesus’ silence guaranteed crucifixion.

But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
						Matthew 27:12-14

The choice between Barabbas and Jesus.

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up.
							Matthew 27:15-18

Pilate’s wife’s warning.

Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.”
						Matthew 27:19

The Crowd chooses Barabbas.

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
							Matthew 27:20-23


Where do you find yourself in this story?

We are all Barabbas – guilty.

Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.
						Isaiah 59:2


The Great Exchange – Jesus, the innocent one, takes the place of Barabbas, the guilty one.

Substitutionary atonement – Jesus Christ dying as a substitute for sinners.

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
						2 Corinthians 5:21

What is your verdict on Jesus Christ?


We are too often found in the crowd.

How often do we reject Jesus’ way because it does not align with our desires for power, comfort, or control?

We choose fear over faith.

The crowd chose Barabbas because following Jesus did not align with what they thought following would look like.

We fear losing our status, control, and comfort, so we choose the easy path over the narrow one.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.
						Psalm 34:4

We are more concerned about the sin out there than the sin in here.

The crowd wanted Jesus to overthrow sinful Rome; Jesus wanted to overcome sin in their hearts.

Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.
						Matthew 7:3-5

Jesus took Barabbas’ place, and He took ours, too. What will you do with this gift? Will you follow the way of Jesus, even when it is hard?
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