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Love without sacrifice is only aconvenience – how much are you willing to give up for those you love?


Christ did not suffer from a distance; He bore our pain fully, experiencing every lash, thorn, and nail to redeem us.


The crowd’s rejection and claim of responsibility reveal the depth of human nature’s resistance to God’s holiness.

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
						Matthew 27:24-25


He was scourged that we might be healed.

Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
							Matthew 27:26


	…with his wounds we are healed.
							Isaiah 53:5

He was stripped that we might be clothed.

	And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
							Matthew 27:28
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
						Galatians 3:27

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
						Revelation 7:13-14
		


He wore a crown of thorns that we might wear the crown of glory.

… and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head …
						Matthew 27:29

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
						1 Peter 5:4


and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
						Romans 8:17

	
He was mocked that we might be honored.

and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
							Matthew 27:29-30

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession…
							1 Peter 2:9



He endured a painful death so that we might experience eternal joy.	
And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
						Matthew 27:31

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.
						Revelation 21:4

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
						Psalm 16:11

He was weak that we might be strong.

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross.
							Matthew 27:32

For when I am weak, then I am strong.
						2 Corinthians 12:10

Considering His sacrifice, how will we live each day? 

Hate sin with a great hatred.

The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate.
						Proverbs 8:13
· Sin creates a barrier between us and God.
· Sin dishonors the sacrifice of Christ.
· Sin is a snare that ensnares and enslaves.

Love others with great passion.

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
						John 13:34

· Christ’s radical sacrifice calls us to love others with that same depth and intensity.
· He endured the cross not for those who loved Him. but for those who rejected Him; we are called to love even the unlovable.

We take communion together and remember the price and power of Christ’s blood.
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