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Where do you see yourself on the journey of following Christ?


As Jesus is nailed to the cross, we see God’s promises fulfilled and the depth of His commitment to us.


As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.
						Matthew 27:32-34


They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.
							Psalm 69:21

And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there.
‌							Matthew 27:35-36

they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.
						Psalm 22:18

	
And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.
						Matthew 27:37

Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left
						Matthew 27:38

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.
						Isaiah 53:12

And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.” 
						Matthew 27:39-44

All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!
						Psalm 22:7-8

In His final hours, Jesus exemplifies a journey from obedience to total surrender, setting the ultimate standard of commitment.

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
Matthew 26:39
	

they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.
Matthew 27:34

Simon’s journey from compelled bystander to committed follower is an example of moving from duty to devotion.

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross.
Matthew 27:32
	
And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.
							Mark 15:21		

Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well.
						Romans 16:13


Jesus invites us to carry the cross daily, a call to move beyond obedience to a life of complete surrender.

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
Matthew 16:24


Five steps to help you move toward a life of true surrender:

1. Start with Acceptance of Christ.

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God
						John 1:12

2. Seek to know God more.

If you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.
						Proverbs 2:3-5

3. Step into Obedience.

If you love me, keep my commands.
						John 14:15

The goal is not just to perform acts of obedience, but to cultivate a heart that is willing and fully surrendered to God

4. Savor His Will.

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
						Psalm 37:4


5. Surrender and experience joyful freedom.

I will walk in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.
						Psalm 119:45


Where do you see yourself on the journey of following Christ?

Wherever you find yourself on this journey, envision a life that moves ever closer to Christ. Each step—acceptance, seeking, obedience, savoring, surrender—deepens your faith and aligns you with God’s purpose.
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